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| One in four Americans hold very negative views
about Muslims

On Muslims being hateful and Violent More than 40%
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1/3 of Americans are aware that Muslims worship
the same God as Christians and Jews do

Aftitudes About Musiims - Moderately High
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About half of all Americans believe that Islam
encourages the oppression of women

Similar
Altitudes About Muslims - High Agreememnt proportions agree
that:
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About one in five Americans believe that it is OK
to lock up Muslims, and to limit their civil liberties

They worship a moon god

They helieve lying is QK

It's Qi to lack them up

Their civil liketties should be
lirrited

Similar
Attitudes About Muslims - Low Agreement proportions
_ | | | agree that:
o | = | _ o Almost all
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Comparison to 2004 Survey
More Positive
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The vast majority of Americans have neutral first thoughts
about Muslims. But negative perceptions outnumber positive
perceptions four to one

Respondents were asked to state the
first thing that comes to mind when
they hear the word “Muslim”.

First Thought about “Muslims” Positive comments included:

o A good religion
2004 2005 o Good people
o Faithful, devout
Positive 2% 6% 5 Misunderstood
comments Neutral comments included:
o Mosque
Neutral 67 % 68% o gellg::tm
o eserts
comments Negative comments included:
Negative 32% 26% o Violence, hatred
o Terrorists
comments = War, guns
o “Towel-heads”, “Rag-heads”
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The proportion who think that “Almost all Muslims
are Arabs” has dropped versus 2004

Almost All Muslims Are Arabs In 2004, 25%
agreed with this
statement,

TR e versus 18% in
b 2005 (a
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| The proportion who feel it's OK to lock up Muslims and that 9-11
provides justification for the Iraq War are both down vs. 2004

t's OKto Lock Up Muslims, Just In Case

T
21% 8% oy
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The percent who agreed that it is
ok to lock up Muslims fell from

8% 8%
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The IraqWar was Justified Because
Muslims Attacked America On 9-11
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The percent who believe there is a
connection between 9-11 andthe I I Il
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Nearly half of Americans recognize that Muslims
have made significant contributions to civilization

"Musiims Have Made Significant Contributions
to Civilization™
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More Americans have an even-handed opinion about the
Israeli/Palestinian conflict today than in 2004

While the
Middle East Conflict numbers on
each side of the
75% L quest_ion ha\_fe
50% 1% remained fairly
%
25% Aug o D70 o0 304 304 3% 194 .‘g‘ Stable, the
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right mostly right right mostly right  totally right no Opm'cm haS
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significantly.
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‘Comparison versus 2004
Unchanged
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| About 7: of Americans still perceive Islam as a
religion of hate, not one of compassion

Islam Teaches Compassion & Faimess

- — Two in five (38%) say that
- 29% Islam DOES teach
2055 19% T i oompassion & fairness.
f B | Half (49%) do NOT believe
T———— T T that Islam teaches violence &
e hatred.

Islam Teaches Violence & Hatred About one in three Americans
i have no opinion (or no
% Eas e knowledge) about the

0% TS Lt teachings of Islam.
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About "4 of Americans still believe that Muslims teach their
children to hate, and that they value life less than others do

Muslims Value Life Less Than Others
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‘Comparison versus 2004
More Negative
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An increasing proportion of Americans believe
that Islam encourages the oppression of women

The proportion of

Isiam Encourages Oppression of Women respondents who
] % expressed strong
40% = agreement with
A% 2B8% [ 28% 28%

22% 219

this statement
rose from one in

20% -
12% 109 10% go, four to one in
10% ~
three, a
0% A . - _ | _ significant
Strongly agree  Agree sormewhat Mo opinion Disagree Strongly disagree !
somewhat INcrease.
| W 2004 [ 2005 | About one in four
respondents

T - Significant increase versus 2004

expressed “no
opinion” on this
issue.
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As compared to 2004, fewer Americans now believe that
Muslims are “just like everyone else”

“Muslims are Just Like Everyone Else™

40%
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20% 20%
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else” has fallen from 61% to 52% since the first wave of this
study.
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As compared to 2004, fewer Americans today believe that the
Muslim-American community is cooperating in the “War on Terror”

Muslim-Americans Are Cooperating in Fight

Against Terrorism
40%
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The
proportion
who agree
with this
statement
dropped from
47% to 41%
since the
2004 wave of
this survey (a
statistically
significant
decline).
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