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One of the most frequent criticisms leveled against Muslims is whether
they have done enough to condemn terrorism.

“If a tree falls in a forest and no one is around to hear it, does it make a
sound?”

This popular philosophical adage is representative of how the American
Muslim community feels about their consistent, persistent and unequivocal
condemnation of terrorism. Our voices of reason are drowned out by the
rampant Islamophobia that exists today among certain groups.

This 68 page document is just a small sampling of all of the condemnations
by Muslims around the world and especially from CAIR and other American
Muslim organizations and scholars. A separate document lists all of the
condemnations after the July 7", 2006 bombings in London.
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The American Muslim Political Coordination Council (AMPCC)*, today condemned the
apparent terrorist attacks in New York and Washington and offered condolences to the
families of those who were killed or injured.

The AMPCC statement read in part:

"American Muslims utterly condemn what are apparently vicious and cowardly acts
of terrorism against innocent civilians. We join with all Americans in calling for the
swift apprehension and punishment of the perpetrators. No political cause could
ever be assisted by such immoral acts.”

* The AMPCC consists of American Muslim Alliance, American Muslim Council, Council on American-
Islamic Relations, and Muslim Public Affairs Council.



CAIR Full Page Advertisement

Washington Post, September 16, 2001

We at the Council on American-lslamic Relations (CAIR), along
with the entire American Mushm community, are deeply saddened by the
massive loss of life resulting from the tragic events of September 11th,

American Muslims unequivocally condemn these
vicious and cowardly acts of terrorism.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the families, friends and
loved ones of those who have been killed or injured.

We also extend our gratitude to all the heroic firefighters,
police officers and emergency medical workers who continue to risk their
lives in the ongoing rescue and relief effarts.

We join with all Americans in calling for the swift apprehension
and punishment of the perpetrators of these crimes,

May we all stand together through these difficult times

to promote peace and love over viclence and hate.

Council on American-lslamic Eelations
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MUSLIM CONDEMNATIONS OF THE SEPTEMBER 11 ATTACKS

The following document is a partial compilation of condemnations of the September 11 attacks. To view
the full compilation, please visit our website at http://www.cair.com/html/911statements.html. The articles,
press releases and news clippings represent a sample of worldwide Muslim condemnation of these
attacks and of terrorism in general. Most of the documents contain only excerpts of these condemnations.
A document containing the full text of these condemnations would be much longer.

Included in this document are a few interviews and articles written by Muslim scholars refuting Bin
Laden’s theology and use of religion to justify attacks on innocent civilians. The purpose of including these
articles is to show that Muslims went beyond just condemning the attacks. They also took and continue to
take active steps to combat extremism and the exploitation of religion for violent political purposes.

There are many more such articles and efforts easily available on the internet, scholarly journals and
newspaper archives.

CAIR statements on the events of September 11

"We condemn in the strongest terms possible what are apparently vicious and cowardly acts of terrorism
against innocent civilians. We join with all Americans in calling for the swift apprehension and punishment
of the perpetrators. No cause could ever be assisted by such immoral acts.

"All members of the Muslim community are asked to offer whatever help they can to the victims and their
families. Muslim medical professionals should go to the scenes of the attacks to offer aid and comfort to
the victims.

September 11 statement by the CAIR

"We at the Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR), along with the entire American Muslim
community are deeply saddened by the massive loss of life resulting from the tragic events of September
11. American Muslims utterly condemn the vicious and cowardly acts of terrorism against innocent civilians.
We join with all American in calling for the swift apprehension and punishment of the perpetrators. No
political cause could ever be assisted by such immoral acts."

CAIR full page add, Washington Post, September 16.

"American Muslims, who unequivocally condemned today terrorist attacks on our nation, call on you to
alert fellow citizens to the fact that now is a time for all of us to stand together in the face of this heinous
crime.”

September 11 letter to President Bush, signed by the leaders of the American Muslim Alliance, the
American Muslim Council, the Council on American-Islamic Relations, the Muslim Public Affairs Council,
the Muslim American Society, the Islamic Society of North America, the Islamic Circle of North America,
and the Muslim Alliance in North America. These groups represent most of the seven million Muslims in
the United States.

We are no less American than we were on Sept. 10. | was born in the United States. | took my first steps
on this soil. | have been a ball boy for the Chicago Bulls. | have been to four U2 concerts. | am a second-
year law student specializing in international human rights. | and my 7 million Muslim brothers and sisters
are contributing members of American society.



Two members of President Bush's Cabinet are of Arab descent. It was a Muslim who was the architect for
the Sears Tower. Islam is the fastest growing religion in America and in the world. We are doctors,
lawyers, engineers, mechanics, teachers, and store owners.

We are your neighbors.

Arsalan Tariq Iftikhar, Midwest Communications Director, Council on American-Islamic Relations, St.
Louis, Mo.



CAIR Advertisement
March 9, 2003
NY Times-Week in Review

OVER THE COURSE
OF HISTORY,
MANY RELIGIONS
HAVE FALLEN VICTIM
TOVIOLENT
INTERPRETATIONS

The texts and teachings of all faiths are vulnerable to manipulation
and abuse by violent extremists. Terrorism is a tactic employed by
deluded individuals or groups to advance an ideclogical cr political
cause. It is not condoned by Islam or any other religion.

Amencan Muslims condemn all acts of terronsm and we are as
outraged as our fellow Amencans by atrocities committed in the name
of God and our religion.

Islam, Christianity, Judaism and many other religions share the
basic values necessary to create a world where tolerance and peace
prevail. We have an opportunity to build bridges between our faiths
and challenge those who attempt to repeat history by dwiding
humanity along religious and ethnic lines.

IT'SUPTO
PEOPLE OF CONSCIENCE
TO SEEK AND EMBRACE

THETRUTH

Number four of fifty-two in the fslam in Amenca sones. cnl n

To learm morn about the senies, visit www.amoncanmuskms.nio e




American Muslim Response to the September Attacks

Released September 21, 2001

We, the undersigned Muslim organizations, support the President and Congress of the U.S. in the struggle
against terrorism. Holding to the ideals of both our religion and our country, we condemn all forms of
terrorism, and confirm the need for perpetrators of any such acts of violence to be brought to justice,
including those who carried out the attacks of Tuesday, September 11, 2001.

At the same time, in the planning of this "war against terrorism," we call upon the President and Congress
to reaffirm the values and principles that make this country great, namely that one is innocent until proven
guilty, that all accused have the right to a fair trial, that no one be punished for the acts of another, and
that respect for human life is supreme, regardless of race or religion. To this end, we urge the U.S.
government not to abandon the due process of law in determining responsibility for the attacks and
punishing the guilty parties.

We are saddened by the possibility of military action, as we do not believe that terrorism can be
eliminated solely or even effectively through military force. Rather we call upon our leaders to recognize
that in order to rid the world of the ugliness of terrorism, our nation must understand its root causes. We
hold out the hope that these root causes can be addressed through non-violent means, in a way that
promotes peace and harmony between the nations of the world.

Signed:

Afghan Muslim Association (Fremont, CA)

American Muslims for Global Peace and Justice (AMGPJ)
American Muslims Intent on Learning and Activism (AMILA)
Arab-American Congress, Council on American-Islamic Relations (Northern California)
Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA) Bay Area

Islamic Networks Group (ING)

Islamic Society of the East Bay (Union City, CA)

Islamic Society of San Francisco

Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) West Zone

Muslim American Society

Muslim Community Association (MCA)

Muslim Peace Fellowship (Nyack, NY)

South Bay Islamic Association (San Jose, CA)

Zaytuna Institute (Hayward, CA)



http://www.global-peace.org/
http://www.amila.org/
http://www.icna.org/
http://www.ing.org/
http://www.mca-sfba.org/
http://www.mpfweb.org/
http://www.sbia.net/
http://www.zaytuna.org/

ISNA JOINS AMPCC IN CONDEMNING TERRORIST ATTACKS

(Plainfield, IN - 9/11/2001) - The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), along with other Muslim
organizations throughout North America, today condemned the terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington and offered condolences to the families of those who were killed or injured.

The AMPCC statement read in part:

"American Muslims utterly condemn what are vicious and cowardly acts of terrorism against innocent
civilians. We join with all Americans in calling for the swift apprehension and punishment of the
perpetrators. No political cause could ever be assisted by such immoral acts."

-END -
Signatories:

American Muslim Council

Association of Muslim Scientists and Engineers
Association of Muslim Social Scientists
Council on American-Islamic Relations

Islamic Medical Association of North America
Islamic Circle of North America

Islamic Society of North America

Ministry of Imam W. Deen Mohammed

Muslim American Society

Muslim Public Affairs Council



The Islamic Circle of North America declares Friday, September 14, 2001, a day of mourning and

prayers.

The Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA) is extremely horrified and saddened by the tragedy in New
York and Washington D.C.

Our hearts and prayers are with the families of the victims of this horrible and despicable crime. We
condemn this heinous act and call upon our political leaders and the media to act responsibly, and not
generalize when speculating about the perpetrators.

Islam does not permit such unjust actions. Muslims are not terrorists and we condemn any terrorist attack
against all people.

There were several hundred Muslims working in the World Trade Center. And, a large number of Muslims
used to offer Friday prayer in the World Trade Center. There are many Muslims, who are still among the
missing.

We appreciate and thank President Bush for acknowledging that American Muslims and Arab American
are also saddened by this terrorist attack and by making it clear that any hate crime against Muslims will
not be tolerated.

Our hearts are with those who have lost loved ones in this terrible tragedy and our prayers are with the
departed souls.

The Islamic Circle of North America declares Friday, September 12, 2001, a day of mourning and prayers.
All the Muslims are requested to make special prayers for the dead and the injured and also for the
suffering families.


http://www.icna.com/

Scholars of Islam speak out against terrorism; clarify position of Islam
Monday, September 17, 2001
Dozens of scholars of Islam issued a statement today, condemning the violent attacks of September 1nth.

"We are grief-stricken at these horrifying events," they wrote; "the murder of innocents can never be
justified and must not be tolerated."

In a lengthy statement, professors from major colleges and universities throughout the country expressed
their compassion for grieving family members while also decrying the increase in violence against
American Muslims this past week. "Anger and frustration are completely understandable and shared by us
all," they wrote "yet that anger must not be directed at individuals utterly innocent of these terrible
crimes.

In recent days, verbal and physical attacks against Muslims (and people who were thought to be Muslims)
have been reported from California to Vermont. Muslims have been warned to stay home or to avoid
wearing traditional dress. "Particularly distressing is the fact that many American Muslims have fled to the
United States, seeking a haven from intolerant regimes in Kosovo, Afghanistan or Iraq. For them now to
face intolerance and violence here is an abuse of our Nation’s most deeply cherished beliefs" they said.

The co-signers of the statement are members of many scholarly societies in the United States and
Canada. They include:

Professor Asma Afsaruddin, of Notre Dame University

Professor Vivienne Sm. Angeles, La Salle University

Professor Ghazala Anwar of the University of Canterbury, New Zealand
Professor Jonathan Brockopp, Director of the Religion Program at Bard College
Professor Patrice C. Brodeur of Connecticut College

Professor Arthur Buehler of Louisiana State University

Professor Amila Buturovic of York University

Professor Juan E. Campo of the University of California, Santa Barbara
Professor Vincent J. Cornell of University of Arkansas

Professor Frederick M. Denny Chair of Islamic Studies and the History of Religions,
University of Colorado

Professor Abdullahi Gallab of Hiram College

Professor Behrooz Ghamari of Georgia State University

Professor Alan Godlas of University of Georgia

Professor Hugh Talat Halman, of University of Arkansas

Professor Pieternella (Nelly) Harder Vandoorn,, of Valparaiso University
Professor Marcia Hermansen of Loyola University, Chicago

Professor Valerie J. Hoffman, of University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign
Professor Qamar ul-Huda, of Boston College

Professor Aaron Hughes of the University of Calgary

Professor Amir Hussain of California State University, Northridge
Professor John Iskander of Georgia State Univeristy

Professor Ahmet Karamustafa of Washington University in St. Louis
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Professor Tazim Kassam of Syracuse University

Professor Zayn Kassam of Pomona College

Professor Rugayya Khan of University of California at Santa Barbara

Professor Kathryn Kueny, of Lawrence College

Professor Jane Dammen McAuliffe, Dean of the College, Georgetown University
Professor Richard C. Martin, Emory University

Professor J.W. Morris, Chair of Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter
Professor Gordon D. Newby, Executive Director, Institute for Comparative and
International Studies at Emory University

Professor James Pavlin of Rutgers University

Professor Jack Renard of St. Louis University

Professor Omid Safi of Colgate University

Professor Walid Saleh of Middlebury College

Professor Zeki Saritoprak of Berry College

Professor Michael Sells, Haverford College

Professor Laury Silvers-Alario of Holy Cross University

Professor Alfons Teipen of Furman University

For more information, contact Jonathan Brockopp at 845-876-4927 or see the website of the Study of
Islam Section.

For more information on Islam, see the web page on Islam and Islamic Studies.
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U.S. Muslim Scholars Condemn Attacks

CHICAGO, Sept 12 (IslamOnline) - Muslim scholars in North America unanimously condemned the attacks
on the World Trade Center and Pentagon and expressed their deep sorrow and sympathy for those
Americans who were killed and injured.

The Detroit-based Shari'a Scholars Association of North America (SSANA) strongly condemned the attack
and said that there is no cause that justifies "this type of an immoral and inhumane act that has affected so
many innocent American lives."

Insisting that Islam condemns such despicable attacks, the Association in a statement said, "Certainly,
there is no justification for these acts from either an Islamic perspective or, in truth, from the perspective
of any other moral and freedom-loving people. These acts diminish the freedom of all Americans,
including American Muslims. Our condolences go out to all of the victims of these inhumane acts."

Additionally, the statement added that, "SSANA supports all efforts to investigate and immediately
capture the evil persons responsible for these immoral can cowardly acts."

Sheikh Muhammad Hanooti, member of the Figh Council of North America and resident scholar at
IslamOnline, told Islamonline that Muslims all over the world condemn this heinous act in the strongest of
expressions and feelings. He said, "Islam tells us murdering one person is equal to murdering all humanity.
We feel that great many innocent lives have been lost in this barbaric attack."

He added, "We pray to God to enable the people of United States of America to have peace, stability,
security and prosperity."

Muzammil Siddiqui, director of Islamic Society of Orange County (ISOC) and former president of Islamic
Society of North America (ISNA) could not be reached for comment but a statement released by the
ISOC, which mentions him as the contact person, said that in each of its prayers yesterday the Society
offered a special prayer and supplication for the victims of the tragedy in both New York and Washington
DC.

"We encourage Muslim medical professionals and Muslim relief agencies to assist in whatever possible
way with humanitarian and relief efforts both locally and nationally. Moreover, we urge people of diverse
religious traditions, faith groups and spiritual expressions, including Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Hindus
and members of other communities, to share their grief and sorrow together as one family, the human
family," the statement read.

"We pray to God Almighty to provide safety and security to those working to alleviate the suffering and
pain of the victims and their families of this tragic violence. We pray to God Almighty to instill patience
and tranquility to all those involved in the process. Lastly, we pray to God Almighty to continue to bless
and protect this land and all of its inhabitants," the statement added.

M. Amir Ali, Director of the Chicago-based Institute of Islamic Information and Education said, "Our
condemnation of this terrorist act is unconditional and unequivocal and we support an impartial
investigation for bringing perpetrators to full justice. | would like to add that there should be no retaliation
against any party or a country without proof, but based on suspicion and prejudice."

"The Muslim leaders of Chicago discussed an action plan to help the victims and survivors of the terrorist
attack by sending a team of doctors to New York, donating blood for the victims and sending money to
help the needy. Committees were established to implement the resolutions immediately," he said.
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Leading Islamic scholar Sheikh Taha Jaber Alwani, president of the School of Islamic and Social Sciences
in Leesburg, Virginia, told AP news, "Muslims in this country would think this is unacceptable. | can't
accept anything against any American citizen. I'm Muslim. I'm also American. | love America."

All local and national imams and scholars have expressed similar sentiments.
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Muslim Religious figures condemn terrorism

* "Hijacking Planes, terrorizing innocent people and shedding blood constitute a form of injustice that can
not be tolerated by Islam, which views them as gross crimes and sinful acts."

Shaykh Abdul Aziz al-Ashaikh (Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia and Chairman of the Senior Ulama, on
September 15th, 2001)

*The terrorists acts, from the perspective of Islamic law, constitute the crime of hirabah (waging war
against society)."

Sept. 27, 2001 fatwa, signed by:

Shaykh Yusuf al-Qaradawi (Grand Islamic Scholar and Chairman of the Sunna and Sira Countil, Qatar)
Judge Tariq al-Bishri, First Deputy President of the Council d'etat, Egypt

Dr. Muhammad s. al-Awa, Professor of Islamic Law and Shari'a, Egypt

Dr. Haytham al-Khayyat, Islamic scholar, Syria

Fahmi Houaydi, Islamic scholar, Syria

Shaykh Taha Jabir al-Alwani, Chairman, North America High Council

*"Neither the law of Islam nor its ethical system justify such a crime."
Zaki Badawi, Principal of the Muslim College in London. Cited in Arab News, Sept. 28, 2001.

*"|t is wrong to kill innocent people. It is also wrong to Praise those who kill innocent people.”
Mufti Nizamuddin Shamzai, Pakistan. Cited in NY Times, Sept. 28, 2001.

*"What these people stand for is completely against all the principles that Arab Muslims believe in."
King Abdullah I, of Jordan; cited in Middle East Times, Sept. 28, 2001.

*Ingrid Mattson, a professor of Islamic studies and Muslim-Christian relations at Hartford Seminary in
Hartford, said there was no basis in Islamic law or sacred text for Mr. bin Laden's remarks. "The basic
theological distortion is that any means are permitted to achieve the end of protesting against perceived
oppression.”

Dr. Ingrid Mattson, a practicing Muslim.
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Islamic Statements Against Terrorism in the Wake of the September 11 Mass Murders

Mustafa Mashhur, General Guide, Muslim Brotherhood, Egypt; Qazi Hussain Ahmed, Ameer, Jamaat-e-
Islami Pakistan, Pakistan; Muti Rahman Nizami, Ameer, Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh, Bangladesh; Shaykh
Ahmad Yassin, Founder, Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas), Palestine; Rashid Ghannoushi,
President, Nahda Renaissance Movement, Tunisia; Fazil Nour, President, PAS - Parti Islam SeMalaysia,
Malaysia; and 40 other Muslim scholars and politicians:

"The undersigned, leaders of Islamic movements, are horrified by the events of Tuesday 11 September
2001 in the United States which resulted in massive killing, destruction and attack on innocent lives. We
express our deepest sympathies and sorrow. We condemn, in the strongest terms, the incidents, which
are against all human and Islamic norms. This is grounded in the Noble Laws of Islam which forbid all forms
of attacks on innocents. God Almighty says in the Holy Qur'an: 'No bearer of burdens can bear the burden
of another' (Surah al-Isra 17:15)."

MSANews, September 14, 2001, http://msanews.mynet.net/MSANEWS/200109/20010917.15.html;
Arabic original in al-Quds al-Arabi (London), September 14, 2001, p. 2,
http://www.alquds.co.uk/Alquds/2001/09Sep/14%20Sep%20Fri/ Qudso2.pdf

Shaykh Yusuf Qaradawi, Qatar; Tariq Bishri, Egypt; Muhammad S. Awwa, Egypt; Fahmi Huwaydi,
Egypt; Haytham Khayyat, Syria; Shaykh Taha Jabir al-Alwani, U.S.:

"All Muslims ought to be united against all those who terrorize the innocents, and those who permit the
killing of non-combatants without a justifiable reason. Islam has declared the spilling of blood and the
destruction of property as absolute prohibitions until the Day of Judgment. ... [It is] necessary to
apprehend the true perpetrators of these crimes, as well as those who aid and abet them through
incitement, financing or other support. They must be brought to justice in an impartial court of law and
[punished] appropriately. ... [It is] a duty of Muslims to participate in this effort with all possible means."

The Washington Post, October 1, 2001, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A40545-
20010ct10.html

Shaykh Muhammed Sayyid al-Tantawi, imam of al-Azhar mosque in Cairo, Egypt:

"Attacking innocent people is not courageous, it is stupid and will be punished on the day of judgement. ...
It's not courageous to attack innocent children, women and civilians. It is courageous to protect freedom,
it is courageous to defend oneself and not to attack."

Agence France Presse, September 14, 2001

Abdel-Mo'tei Bayyoumi, al-Azhar Islamic Research Academy, Cairo, Egypt:

"There is no terrorism or a threat to civilians in jihad [religious struggle]."
Al-Ahram Weekly Online, 20 - 26 September 2001,
http://www.ahram.org.eg/weekly/2001/552/p4fall3.htm

Muslim Brotherhood, an opposition Islamist group in Egypt, said it was "horrified" by the attack and
expressed "condolences and sadness":
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"[Wel strongly condemn such activities that are against all humanist and Islamic morals. ... [We] condemn
and oppose all aggression on human life, freedom and dignity anywhere in the world."
Al-Ahram Weekly Online, 13 - 19 September 2001, http://www.ahram.org.eg/weekly/2001/551/fo2.htm

Shaykh Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah, spiritual guide of Shi‘i Muslims in Lebanon, said he was "horrified"
by these "barbaric ... crimes":

"Beside the fact that they are forbidden by Islam, these acts do not serve those who carried them out but
their victims, who will reap the sympathy of the whole world. ... Islamists who live according to the human
values of Islam could not commit such crimes."

Agence France Presse, September 14, 2001

‘Abdulaziz bin ‘Abdallah Al-Ashaykh, chief mufti of Saudi Arabia:

"Firstly: the recent developments in the United States including hijacking planes, terrorizing innocent
people and shedding blood, constitute a form of injustice that cannot be tolerated by Islam, which views
them as gross crimes and sinful acts. Secondly: any Muslim who is aware of the teachings of his religion
and who adheres to the directives of the Holy Qur'an and the sunnah (the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad) will never involve himself in such acts, because they will invoke the anger of God Almighty
and lead to harm and corruption on earth."
http://saudiembassy.net/press_release/01-spa/09-15-Islam.htm

Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abdallah al-Sabil, member of the Council of Senior Religious Scholars, Saudi
Arabia:

"Any attack on innocent people is unlawful and contrary to shari'a (Islamic law). ... Muslims must safeguard
the lives, honor and property of Christians and Jews. Attacking them contradicts shari'a."
Agence France Presse, December 4, 2001

Shaykh Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a prominent religious scholar in Qatar:

"Our hearts bleed for the attacks that has targeted the World Trade Center [WTC], as well as other
institutions in the United States despite our strong oppositions to the American biased policy towards
Israel on the military, political and economic fronts. Islam, the religion of tolerance, holds the human soul
in high esteem, and considers the attack against innocent human beings a grave sin, this is backed by the
Qur’anic verse which reads: ‘Who so ever kills a human being [as punishment] for [crimes] other than
manslaughter or [sowing] corruption in the earth, it shall be as if he has killed all mankind, and who so ever
saves the life of one, it shall be as if he had saved the life of all mankind’ (Al-Ma’idah:32)."
http://www.islamonline.net/English/News/2001-09/13/article25.shtml

See also Qaradawi's web-site: www.garadawi.net

Ayatollah Ali Khamene’i, supreme jurist-ruler of Iran:

"Killing of people, in any place and with any kind of weapons, including atomic bombs, long-range missiles,
biological or chemical weopons, passenger or war planes, carried out by any organization, country or
individuals is condemned. ... It makes no difference whether such massacres happen in Hiroshima,
Nagasaki, Qana, Sabra, Shatila, Deir Yassin, Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq or in New York and Washington."

Islamic Republic News Agency, September 16, 2001,
http://www.irna.com/en/hphoto/010916000000.ehp.shtml
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