
PARTICIPANT DEMOGRAPHICS

RESPONSES TO ELECTION QUESTIONS

This report on CAIR's 2020 General Election exit poll presents a sampling of Maryland Muslim voters'
attitudes and priorities in the 2020 General Election. The results are based on an electronic survey of 176
American Muslims who are registered voters in the State of Maryland. An additional 18 survey responses
were disqualified due to incomplete data. The  summary features preferences for presidential candidates as
well as priorities among social and policy issues including the Muslim travel ban, islamophobia, racial justice,
climate change, foreign policy, healthcare, economy, and immigration. 

2020 GENERAL ELECTION

#MUSLIMSVOTE MARYLAND ONLINE EXIT POLL

The top priority issue for the highest percentage of survey participants is
islamophobia, followed by racial justice and healthcare both tied as the
second most popular top priority issues. 

Muslim Ban 17.6% 
Islamophobia 21.6%
Economy 15.3%
Healthcare 12.5%
Foreign Policy 4.5%
Climate Change 6.3%
Immigration 5.7%
Racial Justice 16.5%

Which candidate did you vote for?

162 (92%)
2 (1.1%)

3 (1.7%)

What is the top priority issue that
matters most to you? 

171 (97.2%)
5 (2.8%)

Council on American-Islamic Relations
CAIR Office in Maryland

Which of the following best describes you? 
Please select one answer.

90 (51.1%)
28 (15.9%)

16 (9.1%)

27 (15.3%)
0 (0 %)

11 (6.3%)
4 (2.3%)

Other 3 (1.7%) 
None 5 (2.8%)  

1 (0.6%)

6.3%

Did you vote in the 2020 presidential 
election? *

What is the second priority issue
that matters most to you? 

Top Priority Issue Second Priority Issue
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* Graph colors do not represent
participants' political affiliations.

Muslim Ban 13.1%
Islamophobia 36.9%
Economy 3.9%
Healthcare 17.6%
Foreign Policy 6.3%
Climate Change 3.4%
Immigration 1.1%
Racial Justice 17.6%



RANKED PRIORITY ISSUES AMONG MARYLAND MUSLIMS VOTERS 
ACCORDING TO RACE/ETHNICITY:

KEY FINDINGS:

Black or African American 
Healthcare (36%)
Racial Justice (28%)
Islamophobia (16%)
Muslim Ban (12%)
Economy (4%)
Foreign Policy (4%)

Council on American-Islamic Relations
CAIR Office in Maryland

Over 97 percent of Maryland Muslim registered voters who participated in CAIR's exit poll conducted on November 4,
2020 cast their ballots in the 2020 General Election. According to the results of the survey, participants
overwhelmingly favored Joe Biden for president, with 92 percent voting for the Democratic ticket. Fewer than 1
percent reported voting for the Republican Party nominee Donald Trump. 

The poll found that the key issue that mattered most to the highest percentage of participants is islamophobia.
Breaking down priority issues by race and ethnicity, Muslims who identified as Black/African American and
Asian/Pacific Islander also reported significant concerns about healthcare and racial justice issues. Meanwhile, a
significant percentage of Arab American Muslim voters in the state who participated in the poll expressed foreign
policy as their top priority issue. The findings of the Maryland exit poll are consistent with CAIR's national exit poll
which revealed that American Muslims who are registered voters turned out in record numbers in this election. 

As a nonpartisan organization, CAIR encourages all American Muslims to participate in national, state and local
elections, conduct voter registration drives, provide training programs, issue briefings, organize candidate forums,
volunteer in campaigns, and lead get-out-the-vote initiatives when it is safe and conducive to do so. Nonprofit
organizations like CAIR cannot engage in political activities that support one candidate or party over another, but we
are committed to understanding our communities' concerns, helping your voice be heard and making your vote count.

CAIR is America's largest Muslim civil liberties and advocacy organization. Its mission is to enhance understanding of
Islam, protect civil rights, promote justice, and empower American Muslims. 

Asian/Pacific Islander 
Islamophobia (46.1%)
Racial Justice (14.6%)
Healthcare (14.6%)
Muslim Ban (13.5%)
Economy (5.6%) 
Climate Change (2.2%)
Foreign Policy (2.2%)
Immigration (1.1%)

Arab American
Foreign Policy (23%)
Islamophobia (23%)
Racial Justice (19.2%)
Healthcare (19.2%)
Muslim Ban (7.7%)
Climate Change (7.7%)

White or Caucasian
Islamophobia (36.4%)
Healthcare (27.2%)
Muslim Ban (18.2%)
Racial Justice (9.1%)
Economy (9.1%)


