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February 12, 2021    
    
The Honorable Michael E. Horowitz    
Inspector General     
U.S. Department of Justice    
Office of the Inspector General    
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW    
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001    
    
RE: Requesting an Independent Investigation into New Evidence of a Conspiracy Perpetuated 
by the NYPD and FBI to Assassinate Malcolm X (El-Hajj Malik el-Shabazz)    
    
Dear Inspector General Horowitz:    
   
On behalf of the New York chapter and national office of the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations, we write to request that the U.S. Department of Justice Inspector General’s 
Office investigate a deceased New York Police Department officer's allegation that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and NYPD were involved in a conspiracy to enable and cover-up the 
assassination of African American Muslim human rights leader El-Hajj Malik el-Shabazz 
(Malcolm X).    
    
On February 20th, one day before the 56th anniversary of Malcolm 
X’s assassination and martyrdom,1 three of his daughters joined attorney Benjamin Crump to 
release a deathbed confession reportedly authored by Raymond A. Wood, an undercover 
NYPD Bureau of Special Services and Investigations (BOSSI) unit officer, who wrote, in part:    
    

April 17, 1964. I was hired by the New York City police department. Without 
training I was immediately assigned to the BOSSI investigation unit.     
    
My job was to infiltrate civil rights organizations throughout New York City, to 
find evidence of criminal activity, so the FBI could discredit and arrest its 
leaders.    

 
1 Full copy of the letter can be found here: https://www.scribd.com/document/495403046/Letter-from-Ray-
Wood#download&from_embed  
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After witnessing repeated brutality at the hands of my coworkers (Police), I tried 
to resign, Instead I was threatened with arrest by pinning marijuana and alcohol 
trafficking charges on me if I did not follow through with assignments.    
    
Under the direction of my handlers I was told to encourage leaders and members 
of civil rights groups to commit felonious acts.    
    
The Statue of liberty bombing idea was created by my supervisor/handler. 
Using surveillance the agency learned that [Walter] Bowe and [Khaleel] Sayyed 
were key players in Malcom X’s crowd control security detail. It was my 
assignment to draw the two men into felonious federal crime, so that they could 
be arrested by the FBI and kept away from managing Malcolm X’s Audubon 
Ballroom door security on February 21, 1965. On February 16, 1965 The Statue of 
Liberty plot was carried out and the men were arrested just days before the 
assassination of Malcolm. At that time I was not aware that Malcolm X was the 
target.    
    
On February 21, 1965 I was ordered to be at the Audubon Ballroom, where I was 
identified by witnesses while leaving the scene. Thomas Johnson was later 
arrested and wrongfully convicted to protect my cover and the secrets of the FBI 
and NYPD.2 

    
Although the Manhattan District Attorney's office has stated its "office's review of this matter is 
active and ongoing," we believe such a review will be incomplete without a full, transparent 
and separate investigation into the allegations by the Justice Department.  
  
Public interest in this deathbed confession also continues to build. On March 26, two New York 
City mayoral candidates pledged their support for an investigation into the NYPD’s alleged 
involvement in the assassination of Malcolm X, while addressing members of the New York City 
Muslim community during the “NYC Mayoral Candidate Forum: Tackling Issues Impacting the 
Muslim Community” forum last month.  
  
In addition to contacting your office, CAIR is reaching out to the Office of the Inspector General 
for the New York Police Department (OIG-NYPD) to request a parallel investigation into 
the NYPD’s alleged involvement.  
    
CAIR respectfully requests that the DOJ Inspector General’s office immediately investigate the 
following issues:     
  

 
2 The full press conference can be found here: 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=433015241257411&ref=watch_permalink  
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1. Whether FBI agents were aware of, involved in, or worked to enable 
the assassination of Malcolm X.  

2. Whether FBI agents were involved in a cover-up of the assassination of Malcolm X.  
3. The full scope of the FBI’s surveillance of both Malcolm X and those tasked with 

ensuring his safety, including the FBI’s coordination with NYPD to surveil Malcolm X 
and his associates.   

4. The events leading up to Malcolm X’s assassination, including the FBI’s involvement 
with NYPD’s efforts to target and arrest Walter Bowe and Khaleel Sayeed for the 
alleged purpose of removing them from Malcolm X’s security detail. According to 
Officer Wood, both Bowe and Sayeed were arrested days prior to Malcolm’s 
assassination due to a government led entrapment case—the Statute of Liberty 
bombing plot—in order to ensure they would not be present to guard Malcolm X at 
the time of his planned assassination.  

5. The allegation that Thomas Johnson was wrongfully arrested and convicted to 
protect those responsible for the assassination of Malcom X. Mr. Johnson died 
maintaining his innocence. His family, friends, community, and the nation need the 
truth. Mr. Johnson must be exonerated.  

6. Any other claim made in Ray Wood’s deathbed confession letter or that may be 
discovered in your respective or joint investigations.    

  
At the conclusion of your investigation, we request that your office provide a public report with 
your findings, regardless of whether any potential suspects in the assassination are alive or 
dead.  
    
Officer Wood’s allegation that law enforcement agencies conspired to assassinate a Black 
Muslim human rights leader is incredibly concerning but not particularly surprising to minority 
communities. During the Civil Rights Movement, Black activists like Fred Hampton 
were undermined, spied upon, and even assassinated by law enforcement officers in 
an attempt to derail movements for political freedom, racial equality, and social justice.   
  
More recently, law-abiding New York Muslims, their houses of worship, community centers, 
student groups, and businesses were subjected to the NYPD Intelligence Division's 
discriminatory, unconstitutional and suspicionless surveillance program. The NYPD's now 
defunct stop-and-frisk program violated the rights of millions of New Yorkers as police officers 
searched some 4.43 million people, with 80 percent of those stopped being minorities.   
  
CAIR offices across the country continue to receive reports of FBI agents targeting American 
Muslims: visiting homes and workplaces without warning to request interviews, using ex-
convicts and others as community spies, and using overbroad and inaccurate federal watchlists 
to target law-abiding Muslims, some of whom have even been banned from flying without 
cause. Under the Trump Administration, federal officials also sought to discredit the Black Lives 
Matter movement by relabeling its leaders and activists as "Black Identity Extremists" and 
terrorists.   
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We note all of this because the FBI and NYPD's histories of targeting black and Muslim 
communities using informants, entrapment and warrantless surveillance is not something that 
can be dismissed as a thing of the past. Taking collective steps to investigate and address any 
government involvement in the assassination of Malcolm X and address any proven 
wrongdoing would represent an important step in the right direction for both the FBI and the 
NYPD.  
   
This is truly a matter of restorative justice; Black lives matter, whether it is today or 56 years 
ago. African American and African American Muslim community leaders and activists have been 
spied on and persecuted by the U.S. government since the inception of the black liberation 
movement.    
   
Our communities are simply requesting that your office pursue the truth, starting with a full 
investigation into Officer Wood’s allegation that federal agents and NYPD 
officers deliberately enabled the assassination of Malcolm X, and concealed the truth about his 
murder afterward.     
    
We look forward to your response. You may share any updates with CAIR National Director of 
Government Affairs Department Robert S. McCaw, rmccaw@cair.com, and CAIR-New York 
Legal Director Ahmed Mohamed, ahmedmohamed@cair.com.   
       
Sincerely,    
   
 

 

_____________________________    _____________________________  
Nihad Awad        Afaf Nasher, Esq.  
CAIR National Executive Director     CAIR-NY Executive Director  
  
 

 
_____________________________  
Edward Ahmed Mitchell, Esq.  
CAIR National Deputy Director  
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