
SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL  
 
February 25, 2022 
 
The Honorable Joseph R. Biden 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
CC:  
U.S. Federal Reserve 
U.S. Treasury Department  
U.S. Senate 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 
RE: Joint Request for U.S. Government to Return the Afghan People's National Reserves 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
On behalf of the undersigned Afghan American, American Muslim, and American civil society 
organizations, we write to express our strong disapproval of your administration’s recent 
executive order splitting $7 billion USD in frozen Afghan Central Bank funds between the 
families impacted by the tragic September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and aid for the people of 
Afghanistan. 
 
For the reasons outlined in this letter we believe that dividing the people of Afghanistan’s 
money would prove to be detrimental and extremely harmful to that country's future stability. 
No Afghans were involved in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. This money rightfully 
belongs to the people of Afghanistan. 
 
This executive order only exacerbates the current crisis faced by the citizens of Afghanistan. 
Currently, 24.4 million people are suffering from starvation, while one million children under 
the age of five are at risk of dying from malnourishment and famine. The United Nations 
projects that Afghanistan will approach a “near universal” poverty rate of 97% in the next few 
months. 
 
This is not the time to split or confiscate the people of Afghanistan’s national assets. We 
request the White House immediately work with the U.S. Federal Reserve and U.S. Treasury 
Department to rescind this executive order and release and return Afghanistan’s national 
reserves with no prejudice to the people of Afghanistan. 
 
The decision to transfer half of Afghanistan’s reserves to international aid organizations will 
destroy what is left of the nation’s economy. The collection of these privately-owned and public 



funds must be immediately transferred to the Afghan Central Bank, in order to stave off the 
economic disaster the country is facing and stabilize the economy. 
 
We want to clarify that this money does not belong to the Taliban or pay for government 
services. Rather, it is intended to safeguard the Afghan financial system. 
 
The decision to direct half of these funds to aid groups also reverses many of the gains the 
United States worked so hard to achieve. Our nation spent the past 20 years building up the 
Afghan Central Bank to be used as the prime mechanism for economic exchange for free 
Afghan enterprise. We are now effectively dismantling the Afghan Central Bank and leaving it in 
a state of permanent paralysis. 
 
The frozen reserves of the Afghan Central Bank should strictly be administered by the laws and 
regulations enacted by the bank. It is not meant for the current government of Afghanistan to 
spend but for liquidity management in Afghanistan. 
 
We openly call on the United States government to exemplify international leadership by 
supporting initiatives that help curb starvation and not exacerbate them in Afghanistan.  
 
The United States has a duty to rescind this decision against the people of Afghanistan's 
national assets before the banking sector in Afghanistan and the Afghani currency is destroyed 
– leading to a decade of mass starvation, mass migration, and regional insecurity. 
 
We do hope that you will take the right steps to rectify this situation and continue to be a friend 
of the Afghan people.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
#EndAfghanStarvation Campaign 
Afghan Academy 
Afghan Relief 
Afghanistan-Pakistan Women's Economic Empowerment 
Afghans of North America 
Alsalam Islamic Center  
American Committees on Foreign Relations 
American Muslim Bar Association 
American Muslim Voice Foundation 
American Muslims for Palestine 
Arizona Muslim Alliance 
ASEF — Afghan Sustainable Economic Foundation 
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) 
DigiCounsel  
Free Uyghur Now 
ICNA Council for Social Justice 



Islamophobia Studies Center 
Jetpac Resource Center 
Kabul Underground 
Mountain View Palo Alto Musalla 
Muslim Alliance in North America  
Muslim American Society (MAS) 
Muslim Forum of the Pacific Northwest 
Nordix Computer Corporation 
Save Afghans from Hunger  
Secure Justice 
South Bay Islamic Association 
Support Life Foundation 
SympaTee  
The Legacy Institute 
The Mujadidi Foundation 
Young Muslims 
Zara Initiative 


