
In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.  

All praise and thanks belong to God, the Lord of the Worlds.  

May peace and prayers be upon Prophet Muhammad and his family.  
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May 19, 2022  

   

The Honorable Antony Blinken  

U.S. Department of State  

Office of the Secretary  

Harry S. Truman Building  

2201 C Street, NW  

Washington, D.C. 20520  

   

RE: CAIR Request to Urge India to Prevent Possible Mosque Demolitions, Designate as 

Country of Particular Concern   
 

Dear Mr. Secretary:  

   

On behalf of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), the nation’s largest Muslim 

civil rights and advocacy organization, I write to express our deep concern that the U.S. 

Department of State has not taken enough action to ensure the safety and religious freedom of 

Muslims in India or prevent the possible demolitions of mosques in that nation.  

  

We also renew our call on the Department of State to designate India as Country of Particular 

Concern (CPC) as recommended last year - for the second year in a row - by United States 

Commission on International Religious Freedom, an independent, bipartisan federal government 

commission. As documented in USCIRF’s annual religious freedom and human rights report, 

India continues to engage in and tolerates “particularly severe” violations of religious freedom.  

  

Extremist far-right Hindutva nationalist groups have filed petitions in court to prevent Muslims 

from entering the Shahi Eidgah mosque in the Uttar Pradesh city of Mathura until the court 

decides on a 2020 plea seeking approval to search for Hindu relics on the site. The court allowed 

the petitions but has yet to begin hearings in the 2020 case.    

  

On Tuesday, India’s top court overturned a similar ruling restricting Muslim prayer gatherings, 

in the Gyanvapi mosque, in the city of Varanasi. Hindutva nationalist groups claim that a stone 

shaft in the mosque is a Hindu idol, a claim disputed by mosque authorities.    

  

In the past, such legal efforts have resulted in the destruction of mosques like Babri Majid, which 

was demolished by a far-right Hindutva mob in 1992, as well as attacks on Islamic religious 

practices and communities.  
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Claims that mosques are built on Hindu holy sites have historically been used by Hindutva 

extremists to justify demolishing them. The destruction of India’s Islamic heritage is part of a 

campaign of cultural ethnic cleansing by Hindutva extremists and the far-right Modi government 

that enables them.  

   

To ensure the safety and religious freedom of Muslims in India, we request the U.S. State 

Department implement the two following repatriation policies:  

  

1. Communicate to the Indian government that the United States believes it is their utmost 

responsibly to prevent the possible demolitions of mosques in that nation, including the 

Shahi Eidgah and Gyanvapi mosques.  

1. Designate India as Country of Particular Concern as recommended by United States 

Commission on International Religious Freedom for engaging in and tolerating 

“particularly severe” violations of religious freedom.  

Finally, we request a video conference meeting with your office and the leadership of the 

Department of State’s Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs to further address these 

pressing concerns.   

  

We look forward to the Department of State’s reprioritization of protecting religious freedom for 

all people in India, including the rights and safety of Indian Muslims, and response to these 

recommendations.  

   

Sincerely,  

 

 
Robert S. McCaw  

CAIR Director of Government Affairs Department 

 
 


