
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

June 30, 2022 

 

 

Dear Senator Robert Menendez:  

 

On behalf of CAIR-NJ, I am writing to you regarding the killing of Palestinian-American 

journalist, Shireen Abu Akleh. 

   

It has now been one week since Senator Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) and 23 additional senators 

penned a letter calling for direct U.S. involvement in the investigation of Abu Akleh's death. The 

Senator’s letter highlights the barriers that both, the Israeli government and the Palestinian 

Authority, faced in their separate investigations. In the presence of such, several reputable 

organizations, including the New York Times and the Washington Post, conducted their own 

investigations into Abu Akleh's killing. They arrived at the conclusion that the bullet that killed 

Abu Akleh likely came from an Israeli convoy. Still, however, it is imperative that the United 

States conduct a thorough and transparent investigation. We share the Senator’s sentiment that, 

“In order to protect freedom of the press, a thorough and transparent investigation under U.S. 

auspices must be conducted to get to the truth and provide accountability for the killing of this 

American citizen and journalist.” 

  

Given the sizable Palestinian-American and Muslim-American population in New Jersey, and 

the regards with which they hold Abu Akleh, we are writing to ask for the reasoning behind 

your absence in Senator Van Hollen’s letter to President Biden. We respectfully look 

forward to your timely response, especially as many New Jersey constituents are traveling to 

their ancestral lands in the Occupied West Bank for summer recess.  

Thank you for your timely consideration of this matter.  

  
  

Sincerely,  

 

Selaedin Maksut 
Selaedin Maksut 
Executive Director 

 

CAIR New Jersey 

4475 South Clinton Ave. 

South Plainfield, NJ 07080 

Office: 908.668.5900 

https://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Final%20Abu%20Akleh%20Letter%20(PDF).pdf

