
 

 

September 8, 2022  

  

  
 

To Whom It May Concern:   

  

  

Between the 2021-2022 calendar years, the New Jersey chapter of the Council on American 

Islamic Relations documented at least twenty-two anti-Muslim incidents in New Jersey public 

schools. Muslim students have long reported experiencing bullying from their peers because of 

their race and religion to our office. In one incident, a Ridgefield teacher said, “we don’t 

negotiate with terrorists” when a Muslim student asked for an extension on his homework. In 

another incident, a New Jersey middle school teacher called people from Afghanistan and 

Pakistan terrorists. Board of education members in Edison, Piscataway, and other parts of the 

state have also made anti-Muslim Facebook posts and distributed anti-Muslim literature, 

respectively this past academic year.   

  

In order to ensure a smooth transition into the new academic year and sensitivity surrounding 

discussions of 9/11, we are sharing a resource guide developed by our partners at Teaching 

While Muslim specifically for classroom lessons on 9/11. This guide offers lesson plans and 

curriculum guides that will help teachers develop a more nuanced approach to the subject of 9/11 

and its impact on Muslim students. It includes essential questions, such as the significance of 

9/11 and the rise in anti-Muslim bullying in schools, and resources on how to combat 

Islamophobia in the classroom.  

 

Lastly, we are sharing with you our recently published “Educator’s Guide to Islamic Religious 

Practices” which covers topics such as fasting during Ramadan, the Eid holidays, daily and 

Friday prayers, and other practices that students may request in-school accommodations. Please 

circulate these guides with your administrators and educators.  

  

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

  

Sincerely,  

 

   Selaedin Maksut                       Nagla Bedir  
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nagla Bedir  

Founding Executive Director, 

Teaching While Muslim  
 

Selaedin Maksut  

Executive Director,  

CAIR-NJ  
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59f61895010027fd16153cec/t/612fb7fb363d9c67e6b25c72/1630517243495/Impact_Of911OnMuslims.pdf
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