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INTRODUCTION 

America was built on a set of principles and laws intended to protect the rights and wellbeing of all those who 
reside in the United States. Despite some attempts in the past several years to limit the rights of religious and 
minority communities in the U.S., these principles upon which our nation was founded continue to serve as a 
vision for a more equal, just, and free society.  

The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), the nation’s largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy 
organization, encourages civic engagement between all communities and their elected officials with the goal of 
defending these principles and rights to ensure that our nation continues to realize its greatest potential. 

The One Hundred Eighteenth United States Congress will convene in Washington, D.C. on January 3rd, 2023. 
CAIR’s congressional legislative and advocacy priorities for the next two years include defending American 
Muslim civil rights, protecting the rights of all persons residing in the U.S., and the rights of those seeking to 
travel to our shores. 

In working to uphold the U.S. Constitution and American values, CAIR’s congressional legislative and advocacy 
agenda includes supporting or opposing certain acts or resolutions highlighted in this legislative priorities 
document.  

That includes supporting legislation promoting comprehensive reform of our nation’s voting rights protections, 
immigration laws, law enforcement agencies, national security policies, foreign affairs, military aid,  
combatting domestic and international hate, upholding free speech, and recognizing the accomplishments and 
contributions of minority communities, including American Muslims.  

Key priorities of the American Muslim community endorsed by CAIR include Congress supporting the  
reintroduction and adoption of the:  

• Combatting International Islamophobia Act
• National Origin-Based Antidiscrimination for Nonimmigrants Act (NO BAN Act)
• Access to Counsel Act, and
• Resolutions recognizing Muslim Heritage Month, Ramadan, and Eid

Finally, CAIR supports greater congressional oversight and committee hearings focused on the unconstitutional 
terrorism watchlist, Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) legacy programs, exposing the connections between 
charitable and foundation donations to anti-Muslim hate groups and anti-Muslim hate crimes and bias  
incidents, and designating India as a Country of Particular Concern.  

If you are a congressional office reading this document or member of the public and would like to learn more 
about any of these identified legislative priorities, please contact CAIR by email at info@cair.com, subject line: 
118th Congress Legislative Priorities.
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ACTS, RESOLUTIONS, RECOMMENDED COMMITTEE HEARING TOPICS IDENTIFIED BY CAIR 

CAIR’s legislative priorities include Congress endorsing or opposing the following congressional acts or 
resolutions identified by CAIR. CAIR has also identified the five following hearing topics and actions to be 
acted upon by congressional committees. 

ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS  

1. Access to Counsel Act
2. Afghan Adjustment Act
3. American Dream and Promise Act
4. Combating International Islamophobia Act
5. Defending the Human Rights of Palestinian Children and Families Living Under Israeli Military Occupation

Act
6. End Racial and Religious Profiling Act (ERRPA)
7. George Floyd Justice in Policing Act
8. Israel Anti-Boycott Act (Oppose)
9. Keeping Our Promise Act
10. Justice For Shireen Act
11. National Origin-Based Antidiscrimination for Nonimmigrants Act (NO BAN Act)
12. Neighbors Not Enemies Act
13. Prohibiting Weapons Sales to Human Rights Violators: Egypt, India, Israel, Saudi Arabia, and United Arab

Emirates
14. Protecting Data at the Border Act
15. Renewing Immigration Provisions of the Immigration Act of 1929
16. Repeal of 2002 Authorization for Use of Military Force (AUMF) in Iraq
17. Stop Militarizing Law Enforcement Act
18. U.S. House Resolutions Against Indian Government’s Abuses in Jammu and Kashmir
19. U.S. House Resolution Condemning Human Rights Violations and Violations of International Religious

Freedom in India
20. U.S. House Resolution Honoring the Victims Resulting from Hate Crimes, Is lam o phobia and Anti-Immigrant

Sentiment, in the Aftermath of September 11, 2001
21. U.S. House Resolution Recognizing the Commencement of Ramadan
22. U.S. House Resolutions Recognizing the Commencement of Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha
23. U.S. House Resolution Removing Muslim Member(s) of Congress from Committee Assignments (Oppose)
24. U.S. House and Senate Resolutions Recognizing July as Muslim-American Heritage Month
25. Voting Rights Advancement Act

COMMITTEE HEARING TOPICS  

1. Government overreach pertaining to the unconstitutional Terrorism Screening Database (TSDB).
2. Probe of U.S. military paying contractors to spy on Muslim prayer, dating, and other Islamic study apps.
3. Invasive federal countering violent extremism legacy programs and their impacts on civil rights.
4. How Islamophobia in the U.S. is fueled by certain nonprofit charities and foundations.
5. Designating India as a Country of Particular Concern for human rights and religious freedom violations.
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 ACCESS TO COUNSEL ACT    

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress.   

Summary: To clarify the rights of certain persons who are held or detained at a port of entry or at any facility 
overseen by U.S. Customs and Border Protection.   

Bill History: Introduced as H.R.1573 in the 117th Congress. Passed in the House by 217-207 in April 2021. The bill 
was referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. S.1912 was introduced in the Senate in May 2021 and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.   

About: Introduced respectively by Representative Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) and Senator Alex Padilla (D-CA), 
this act would guarantee CBP (Customs and Border Protection) and ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment) provide persons detained for more than an hour in secondary screening access to their private legal 
counsel, including non-citizens and unaccompanied children, who may be detained at the U.S. border or ports-
of-entry for extended periods of time. Counsel and a related party shall be allowed to advocate on behalf of 
the covered individual, including by providing evidence and information to the examining immigration officer. 

 AFGHAN ADJUSTMENT ACT   

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress.  

Summary: This bill expands eligibility for special immigrant visas to certain Afghan nationals (and accompanying 
spouse and children) and addresses related issues.  

Bill History: Introduced as H.R. 8685 in the 117th Congress. Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary. 
Companion S. 4787 was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee.   

About: Introduced respectively by Representative Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) and Senator Amy Klobuchar 
(D-MN), this act would allow the 76,000 Afghans evacuees residing in the United States to attain permanent 
legal resident status one year after their arrival. Specifically, the act would:   

• Allow Afghans on temporary humanitarian status in the U.S. who submit to additional security vetting to 
apply for permanent legal status.    

• Establish an Interagency Task Force, led by the U.S. Department of State, responsible for creating and 
implementing a strategy to continue the relocation and resettlement of eligible Afghan partners from 
Afghanistan over the next ten years.     

• Require the U.S. Department of State to respond to congressional inquiries related to Special  
Immigrant Visa (SIV) applications or U.S. Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) referrals. 

• Expand SIV eligibility for Afghans who worked and served alongside U.S. forces, including members of 
the Afghan National Army Special Operations Command, the Afghan Air Force, the Female Tactical 
Teams of Afghanistan, and the Special Mission Wing of Afghanistan. 
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 AMERICAN DREAM AND PROMISE ACT    

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: Provides certain undocumented immigrants – especially those brought to the United States as 
children (commonly referred to as Dreamers) – with a path to receiving permanent resident status and other 
immigration-related provisions.  

Bill History: Introduced in the 117th Congress as H.R. 6, procedurally merged with the reauthorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act of 1994, and passed the House in March 2021. A companion bill was introduced in 
the Senate as S.264 - Dream Act of 2021. That bill was referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.   

About: The American Dream and Promise Act grants a track to citizenship for several groups of people, 
including immigrant youth and longtime residents with Temporary Protected Status (TPS) or Deferred Enforced 
Departure (DED). The bill would assist approximately 3.1 million undocumented immigrants residing within the 
United States of America in their long endeavors to receive permanent resident status. The American Dream 
and Promise Act: 

• Requires the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) or the Department of Justice (DOJ) to provide 
conditional permanent residence status for 10 years to a qualifying immigrant who entered the United 
States as a minor and is: 

• Deportable or inadmissible, 
• Has DED  TPS status, 
• Or is the child of certain classes of non-immigrants. 

• Requires DHS to cancel the removal of certain immigrants who had TPS, were eligible for TPS, or were 
eligible for DED status on certain dates. 

• Requires that DHS may not use information from applications filed under the bill or for Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) for immigration enforcement purposes. 

• Repeal a restriction that bars a state from providing higher education benefits to undocumented 
immigrants unless those benefits are available to all U.S. nationals without regard to residency  
in the state. 

 COMBATING INTERNATIONAL ISLAMOPHOBIA ACT     

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: To establish in the U.S. Department of State the Office to Monitor and Combat Islamophobia, and 
for other purposes.  

Bill History: Introduced in the 117th Congress as H.R.5665 and passed by the House in December 2021 by 
219-212. A companion bill was introduced in the Senate the same day the House version of the bill was adopted. 
Both bills were referred to the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.   
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About: Introduced by Representatives Ilhan Omar (D-MN) and Jan Schakowsky (D-IL) in the House and 
Senators Corey Booker (D-NJ), Bernie Sanders (I-VT), and Ben Cardin (D-MD) in the Senate, the Combating 
International Islamophobia Act would establish a special envoy office at the U.S. State Department to monitor 
and combat international Islamophobia. The act would compel the State Department to develop a more 
comprehensive approach to fighting the global increase of Islamophobia, increasing its capacity to monitor  
and confront state and non-state actors. The two primary aims of the Combating International Islamophobia 
Act are:  

• Establishing an Office to Monitor and Combat Islamophobia at the State Department headed by a 
Special Envoy for Monitoring and Combating Islamophobia.  

• Amending the Foreign Assistance Act and International Religious Freedom Act to require annual 
reporting on Islamophobia in each foreign country and the steps taken by that country to combat it 
through educational programing and public awareness initiatives.   

The United States currently monitors and combats religious persecution internationally. The Combating 
International Islamophobia Act would extend this mission to Islamophobia. The act would also provide valuable 
information for understanding Islamophobia as a global phenomenon and give the U.S. a new tool to combat it.   

While global Islamophobia, anti-Muslim state policies, and hate incidents have increased, for the past two 
decades the American Muslim community has consistently called for the creation of a special envoy position 
to monitor and combat this rising tide of hate – the Combating International Islamophobia Act would make this 
special envoy position a reality. 

 DEFENDING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF PALESTINIAN CHILDREN AND  
 FAMILIES LIVING UNDER ISRAELI MILITARY OCCUPATION ACT    

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: This bill limits U.S. assistance to Israel and establishes reporting requirements related to Israel’s 
activities in the West Bank and its expenditures for offshore procurement. 

Bill History: Introduced as H.R.2590 in the 117th Congress. Referred to the House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. This act builds upon legislation previously introduced in the 115th and 116th congressional sessions to 
promote the human rights and safety of Palestinian children.   

About: In 2021, U.S. Representative Betty McCollum (D-MN) introduced the Defending the Human Rights 
of Palestinian Children and Families Living Under Israeli Military Occupation Act, which would promote and 
protect the human rights of Palestinians living under Israeli military occupation and ensure that U.S. taxpayer 
funds are not used by the Government of Israel to support the military detention of Palestinian children, the 
unlawful seizure, appropriation, and destruction of Palestinian property and forcible transfer of civilians in the 
West Bank, or further annexation of Palestinian land in violation of international law.   
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Specifically, the bill prohibits the use of any funds that are made available for assistance to Israel in support of 
(1) military detention, interrogation, abuse, or ill treatment of Palestinian children; (2) seizure, appropriation, 
or destruction of Palestinian property and forcible transfer of civilians in the West Bank; or (3) unilateral 
annexation by Israel of West Bank territory. The State Department must report on the nature and extent of 
such activities carried out by Israel.   

Further, the Government Accountability Office must submit a report identifying and analyzing Israel’s 
expenditures for offshore procurement, including (1) specific programs and items to which funds for offshore 
procurement in Israel have been allocated, and (2) identifying all end-use monitoring to which Israel is subject 
with respect to U.S.-origin defense articles.

 END RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS PROFILING ACT (ERRPA)      

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: To eliminate racial, religious, and other discriminatory profiling by law enforcement, and for other 
purposes 

Bill History: Introduced in the 117th Congress as S.597 and referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary. 
Variations of this bill have been introduced over the past decade throughout several congressional sessions.  

About: Introduced in 2021 by Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD), the act prohibits racial and religious profiling by a 
federal, state, local, or tribal law enforcement agency or agent. The acts empower the DOJ, or an individual 
injured by racial profiling, to bring a civil action to enforce the prohibition.   

The Act would require federal law enforcement agencies to maintain policies and procedures to eliminate 
racial profiling, including training on racial profiling issues, the collection of data, and procedures for handling 
complaints.   

Among its many statutory requirements, state or local governments that receive certain federal funds must 
maintain policies and procedures to eliminate racial profiling, including training on racial profiling issues, the 
collection of data, and participation in an administrative complaint procedure or independent audit program. 
The DOJ must withhold or reduce grant funds from a state or unit of local government that fails to comply.

 GEORGE FLOYD JUSTICE IN POLICING ACT       

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: To hold law enforcement accountable in court for misconduct, improve transparency through data 
collection, and reform police training and policies.  

Bill History: Introduced as H.R. 1280 in the 117th Congress. Passed in the U.S. House with a vote of 220-212 and 
was referred to the U.S. Senate Committee on Judiciary.  
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About: Introduced in February 2021 by Representative Karen Bass (D-CA), the bill aims to address a wide 
range of policies and issues regarding policing practices and law enforcement accountability. It increases 
accountability for law enforcement misconduct, restricts the use of certain policing practices, enhances 
transparency and data collection, and establishes best practices and training requirements.   

The bill enhances existing enforcement mechanisms to remedy violations by law enforcement and establishes a 
framework to prevent and remedy racial profiling by law enforcement at the federal, state, and local levels.   

The bill also limits the unnecessary use of force and creates a national registry to compile data on complaints 
and records of police misconduct. It establishes new reporting requirements and recommends that the 
Department of Justice creates uniform accreditation standards for law enforcement agencies and requires 
law enforcement officers to complete training on racial profiling, implicit bias, and the duty to intervene when 
another officer uses excessive force. 

 ISRAEL ANTI-BOYCOTT ACT       

CAIR Position: Oppose reintroduction and adoption of these resolutions in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: Anti-free speech bill that penalizes Americans and American organizations who participate in 
political boycotts aimed at Israel and its settlements in the West Bank. 

Bill History: Re-introduced in the 117th Congress as H.R.6940. The act was referred to the House Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

About: For the past two congressional sessions variations of the “Israel Anti-Boycott Act” have been  
introduced in the U.S. House and Senate. The most recent version was introduced by former Representative 
Lee Zeldin (R-NY). The legislation unconstitutionally violates Americans’ First Amendment right to participate 
in boycotts, including international boycotts of Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestinian territory.   

Specifically, the legislation would prohibit participation by certain U.S. entities and persons in boycotts or 
requests for boycotts imposed by international governmental organizations (i.e., the United Nations and the 
European Union). Penalties for violating the act include monetary penalties.  

The intent behind the legislation is to chill American support for the “BDS” movement, which refers to the 
growing international Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign. The campaign is a nonviolent protest 
movement with the stated goal of pressuring the Israeli government to end its illegal occupation of Palestinian 
territory and apartheid state policies of discrimination.   

American involvement in foreign boycotts started with throwing tea in the Boston Harbor. It is un-American 
and illegal for the U.S. Government to deny U.S. businesses and persons the right to challenge the illegal and 
discriminatory actions of a foreign government.
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9 JUSTICE FOR SHIREEN ACT        

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: This bill requires the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the State Department to report to 
Congress on the death of Shireen Abu Akleh. The report shall also be made available to the public on the State 
Department’s website. Ms. Abu Akleh was a U.S. citizen and journalist who was shot and killed in the city of 
Jenin in the West Bank in May 2022 by Israeli military forces.  

Bill History: Introduced as H.R.9291 in the 117th Congress and referred to the House Committee on  
Foreign Affairs.

About: In May 2020, Shireen Abu Akleh, an American Palestinian citizen and a reporter for Al Jazeera, was 
shot and killed by an Israeli sniper while covering an Israeli attack on the occupied West Bank town of Jenin.   

Despite repeated calls from CAIR, other civil rights groups, human rights activists, and media associations on 
President Biden to order the FBI to investigate the murder, the State Department instead tepidly called  
for the Israeli government to adopt new “policies and procedures to prevent similar incidents from occurring  
in the future.”   

However, then Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid immediately rejected the State Department’s call for reform by 
saying no one – implying the U.S. government – “will dictate our open-fire policies to us” and Israel’s “soldiers 
have the full backing of the government of Israel and the people of Israel.”   

Responding to the State Department and FBI’s inaction, in July 2022, Representative Andre Carson (D-IL) 
announced his intention to introduce the Justice for Shireen Act.   

In September, CAIR repeated its condemnation of the State Department’s “shameful refusal” to hold the 
Israeli government accountable for murdering Akleh following its “welcoming” the Israeli military’s report that 
concluded there was a “high probability” that an Israeli soldier “unintentionally killed her” during a raid in the 
West Bank.     

That same month, CAIR also applauded U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-VT) 
and other members of the committee, for introducing a legislative reporting requirement instructing the State 
Department to conduct an “independent, credible, and transparent investigation into the shooting death of 
Palestinian-American citizen and journalist Shireen Abu Akleh.”     

On November 14, the same day that Rep. Carson formally introduced the Justice for Shireen Act, media 
reported that the DOJ informed the Israeli Justice Ministry that the FBI has opened an investigation into the 
killing of Abu Akleh. Israel quickly responded to these reports stating that it will not cooperate with the probe.  

CAIR supports the reintroduction and adoption of the Justice for Shireen Act to formally request the FBI 
investigate Abu Akleh’s murder and ensure a greater degree of transparency and accountability surrounding 
the investigation.  
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 KEEPING OUR PROMISE ACT        

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: To authorize the issuance of visas and admission of certain aliens, and their derivatives, who were 
selected to apply for diversity immigrant visas but were unable to be issued such visas or be admitted to the 
United States because of certain Presidential Proclamations, and for other purposes.   

Bill History: Introduced in the U.S. House in May 2021 as H.R.3548 in the 117th Congress. Referred to the House 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

About: In response to the imminent expiration of thousands of individuals eligibility for Diversity visas,  
Representative Ritchie Torres (D-NY) proposed the Keeping Our Promises Act, which issues these visas to 
qualified individuals who were previously denied.   

The bill specifically applies to individuals denied diversity lottery visas because of the discriminatory and 
Islamophobic Muslim and African Ban executive orders issued by the Trump Administration in 2017, as well as 
those who were denied an interview or entry after receiving a visa because of COVID-19 travel restrictions. 
This bill also relaxes annual numerical limits on visa issuing under the provisions of this bill. 

 NATIONAL ORIGIN-BASED ANTIDISCRIMINATION FOR NONIMMIGRANTS ACT (NO BAN ACT)        

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: To transfer and limit Executive Branch authority to suspend or restrict the entry of a class of aliens.   

Bill History: Introduced as H.R.1333 in the 117th Congress. Passed in the House by a vote of 218-208. The act 
was received in the Senate April 2021 and referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. A partner bill, 
S.1891 was introduced in the Senate in May 2021 and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

About: Championed by Representative Judy Chu (D-CA) and Senator Chris Coons (D-DE), this bill prohibits 
religious discrimination in various immigration-related decisions in response to the former Trump administra-
tion’s Islamophobic and discriminatory Muslim and African bans.   

Similarly worded companion bills were introduced in the U.S. House and Senate in early 2021. This act aims 
to impose limitations on the office of the President’s authority to suspend or restrict aliens from entering the 
United States based on the category of religion.   

Only if there is a specific and credible threat to U.S. interests - such as security or public safety - can the 
President temporarily restrict entry into the country. Individuals or entities present in the U.S. lawfully harmed 
by any such restrictions may sue in federal court. These restrictions would also be issued only when there is a 
compelling government interest and using the narrowest means possible under this bill as well. 
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 NEIGHBORS NOT ENEMIES ACT        

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: Repeals provisions of the Alien Enemies Act of 1798, an anti-immigrant law used to justify the 
detention and incarceration of Japanese, German and Italian Americans during World War II, as well as the 
Muslim and African Ban by former President Doland Trump, during times when the United States has declared 
war against a nation or that nation has threatened an invasion against the United States.   

Bill History: Introduced as S. 3690 in the 117th Congress and referred to the Senate Committee on the  
Judiciary. Companion bill H.R. 3621 was referred to the House Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.

About: Re-introduced in the Senate by Sen. Mazie K. Hirono (D-HI) and in the House by Rep. Ilhan Omar, this 
act seeks to repeal the Alien Enemies Act. As characterized in Senator Hirono’s press release announcing the 
re-introduction of the bill:  

“In 1798, President John Adams signed the “Alien and Sedition Acts” which was comprised of four bills targeting 
immigrants under the guise of war. The original four bills included: The Naturalization Act; the Alien Friends Act; 
the Sedition Act; and the Alien Enemies Act. Today, the Aliens Enemies Act is the only one that remains in effect. 
The AEA allows the president to target foreign nationals, international students, and legal U.S. residents of a 
specific country to be ‘apprehended, restrained, secured and removed’ without due process during wartime.” 

In 1942 that President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 which led to the unjust and unconstitutional 
incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans. President Trump cited the Alien Enemies act to justify his 
discriminatory Muslim Ban on travelers from certain Muslim-majority countries. Repealing the Alien Enemies 
Act would be a long overdue step to prevent future injustices from happening again.  

 PROHIBITING WEAPONS SALES TO HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATORS: EGYPT, INDIA, 
  ISRAEL, SAUDI ARABIA, AND UNITED ARAB EMIRATES    

CAIR Position: CAIR Supports congressional acts and resolutions that would restrict, condition, or block U.S. 
military aid or U.S. weapons sales to nation’s that violate their citizens human rights, civil rights, and religious 
freedom, including Egypt, India, Israel, Saudi Arabia, and United Arab Emirates. 

Summary: Support the reintroduction and adoption of congressional acts and resolutions that restrict, 
condition, or block U.S. military aid or U.S. weapons sales to Egypt, India, Israel, Saudi Arabia, and United Arab 
Emirates due to each government violating U.S. and international human rights laws and conventions, including 
the Leahy Law. 

Bill(s) History & Summary: In the 117th Congress, and prior congressional sessions, there were several at-
tempts to restrict, condition, or block – or threaten to prevent – U.S. military aid or U.S. weapons sales to Egypt, 
India, Israel, and Saudi Arabia, and United Arab Emirates. For example:  

• Egypt: In 2012, the congressional adopted State and Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill required 
the Secretary of State to certify to the Committees on Appropriations that the Government of Egypt 
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was supporting the transition to civilian government including holding free and fair elections. 

• Egypt: In 2021 - and in years prior - Congress placed conditions on the $300 million in U.S. military aid 
the United States provides to Egypt, which requires the Secretary of State to either certify Egypt has 
made progress on its abysmal human rights record, including the continued imprisonment and torture 
of thousands of political prisoners, or issue a waiver to release the funds.  

• India: In March 2021, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Chair Bob Menendez (D-NJ) requested 
in a letter to Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III that he clarify during his trip to New Delhi that 
the United States’ relations with India remain contingent upon the upkeep of democratic values while 
citing the Indian governments’ oppressive handling of the farmer protests, the use of sedition laws, the 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) to disenfranchise Muslim Indian citizens, and abrogation of Article 
370 in Kashmir. With India not making any progress on such human rights violations, CAIR encourages 
the 118th Congress to take the next logical step and place restrictions and conditions on all weapons 
sales to India.  

• Israel: In 2022, U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-VT), and other 
members of the committee, introduced a legislative reporting requirement instructing the State 
Department to conduct an “independent, credible, and transparent investigation into the shooting 
death of Palestinian-American citizen and journalist Shireen Abu Akleh.” The proposed reporting 
requirement would have also included language requiring the State Department to determine whether 
the Israeli military’s murder of Akleh was in violation of the Leahy Law, which could trigger a prohibi-
tion of U.S. government funds to assist the Israeli military.    

• Israel: In 2020, U.S. Senator Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) – and the 12 other leading Democratic Senators 
that joined him – for introducing an amendment that would prohibit the use of any U.S. military funds 
to be used by the government of Israel in the annexation of Palestinian territories.  

• Israel: In 2021, Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) and Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) 
introduced a joint congressional resolution to prohibit the issuance of an export license for specified 
defense articles, defense services, and technical data to support weapons integration, flight test, and 
hardware delivery of Joint Direct Attack Munition variants and Small Diameter Bomb Increment I vari-
ants for end-use by the Ministry of Defense for Israel. This joint resolution was introduced in response 
to Israel’s longstanding human rights violations and abuse of U.S. provided weapons to oppress, injure 
or kill Palestinian civilians. 

• Saudi Arabia/United Arab Emirates: In 2021, 17 U.S. Representatives introduced an amendment to 
the National Defense Authorization Act that would have terminated U.S. military logistical support for 
the Saudi or United Arab Emirates-led coalition forces in the war in Yemen. That included putting a 
stop to the transfer of spare parts to Saudi warplanes conducting aerial strikes against the Houthis in 
Yemen, and permanently ends intelligence sharing that enables offensive strikes, and any U.S. effort to 
command, coordinate, participate in the movement of, or accompany Saudi or UAE-led coalition forces 
in Yemen. .  

• United Arab Emirates: In 2021, Representative Ilhan Omar introduced an amendment to the National 
Defense Authorization Act that would have prohibited the proposed sale of F35s and other weapons 
to the United Arab Emirates.
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 PROTECTING DATA AT THE BORDER ACT        

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: This bill limits government access to digital information at the border.   

Bill History: Introduced as H.R. 5524 in the 117th Congress and referred to the U.S. House Judiciary Commit-
tee’s Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship. Companion bill S. 2957 was introduced in the U.S. Senate 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

About: Introduced by Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA) in the House and Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) in the Senate, this act 
would ensure that Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) and other federal agencies, do not (1) access the digital 
contents of electronic equipment of a U.S. person at the border without a warrant, (2) deny such a person’s 
entry into or exit from the United States because the person refused to provide access to digital content on 
electronic equipment or online account information, (3) delay such a person’s entry or exit for more than four 
hours to determine whether the person will consent to providing access to online information, or (4) seize 
electronic equipment from a U.S. person without probable cause to believe that such equipment contains 
information relevant to a felony.   

The act would provide an exception for the government to access the contents of electronic equipment of a 
U.S. person without a warrant in an emergency. The entity must subsequently apply for a warrant within seven 
days, and if a warrant is not granted, the seized information must be destroyed and may not be disclosed.   

Under this bill, the federal government would not be able to make or retain a copy of information accessed 
without probable cause to believe that such information relates to a crime. Information seized in violation of 
this bill (1) must be destroyed, (2) may not be disclosed, and (3) may not be received as evidence in any trial or 
government proceeding.   

A governmental entity shall keep a record of each instance in which it obtains access to an individual’s digital 
information at the border.  

CAIR notes in 2022 it announced an American Muslim’s lawsuit against CBP and its agents at Dulles Interna-
tional Airport for repeatedly seizing his electronic devices. CAIR’s lawsuit asserts that CBP agents take these 
actions, not because of any suspicion of illegal activity, but only because a computer told them to..  

 RENEWING IMMIGRATION PROVISIONS OF THE IMMIGRATION ACT OF 1929        

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: To amend section 249 of the Immigration and Nationality Act to render available to certain long-
term residents of the United States the benefit under that section.   

Bill History: Introduced as H.R.8433 in the 117th Congress. Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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About: This act updates an existing adjustment of status (green card application) process in the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (INA) using the discretionary registry provisions in Section 249. Specifically, the bill estab-
lishes seven years of presence eligibility to apply for a green card. It incorporates a rolling component so that 
future legislation would not be required to update the INA registry.   

The “Renewing Immigration Provisions of the Immigration Act of 1929” would update the registry by replacing a 
specific cut-off date, currently January 1, 1972, with a minimum for 7 years being the proposed length presence. 
The seven-year presence ensures that registry does not become obsolete over time.   

The Registry process was first established in 1929 under the Registry Act of 1929, and the cut-off date was last 
updated (to 1972) in 1986 under then President Ronald Reagan as part of the Immigration Reform and Control 
Act (IRCA). 

 REPEAL OF 2002 AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF MILITARY FORCE (AUMF) IN IRAQ         

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: To repeal the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002.   

Bill History: Introduced as H.R.256 and S.J.Res.10 in the 117th Congress. H.R.256 passed in the House in June by 
268-161 and was referred to the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. Companion resolution S.J.Res.10 was 
also referred to the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

About: Championed by Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA) in the U.S. House and Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA) in 
the Senate, this bill repeals the Authority of Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002. The 2002 
AUMF authorized the use of American armed forces against the Saddam Hussein regime. However, the act was 
most recently misused to justify the lethal U.S. strike that killed Iranian general Qassem Soleimani in January 
2020, and other unrelated U.S. military operations.   

If approved by Congress, the President’s ability to order military actions in Iraq without congressional approval 
would come to an end. The separate 2001 AUMF, which authorizes attacks on those connected with the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and gives the president even more sweeping powers, is not impacted by 
the repeal of the 2002 AUMF. 

 STOP MILITARIZING LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT          

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: To amend title 10, United States Code, to direct the Secretary of Defense to make certain limitations 
on the transfer of personal property to federal and state agencies, and for other purposes.   

Bill History: Introduced as H.R.1694 in the 117th Congress and was referred to the U.S. House Committee on 
Armed Services.
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About: Introduced in March 2021 by Representative Henry Johnson Jr. (D-GA), the act restricts the Depart-
ment of Defense from transferring certain surplus military property to federal, state, or local law enforcement 
agencies. These include six 2022 Midterm Election Congressional Scorecard 117th Congress (2021-2022) 
controlled firearms, ammunition, grenade launchers, explosives, certain vehicles, or trucks, armored or weapon-
ized drones, certain controlled aircraft, silencers, or long-range acoustic devices.   

The Department can waive this limitation if it is determined that the transfer is necessary for disaster or 
rescue purposes or for another purpose where life and public safety are at risk. This bill also eliminates the 
requirement for the Department of Defense to give preference to transfers of property that will be used in 
counter-drug, counterterrorism, disaster-related emergency preparedness, or border security activities. 

 U.S. HOUSE RESOLUTIONS AGAINST INDIAN GOVERNMENT’S ABUSES IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR          

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: In the 116th Congress, Representatives Pramila Jayapal and Rashida Tlaib (D-MI) respectively 
introduced similar but separate U.S. House resolutions that condemned the Indian government’s human rights 
abuses in Jammu and Kashmir.  

Bill History: In 2019, Rep. Tlaib introduced H.Res. 724, titled “Condemning the human rights violations taking 
place in Jammu and Kashmir and supporting Kashmiri self-determination.” Rep. Jayapal also introduced H.Res. 
745, titled “Urging the Republic of India to end the restrictions on communications and mass detentions in 
Jammu and Kashmir as swiftly as possible and preserve religious freedom for all residents.” Both resolutions 
were referred to the U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs. H.Res. 724 was then referred to the Subcommit-
tee on Asia, the Pacific and Nonproliferation. 

About: In August 2019, the Indian government illegally revoked Article 370 of the Indian constitution, taking 
away the protected status of the Indian-controlled state of Jammu and Kashmir. The legal maneuvering that led 
to the revocation of Article 370 was widely panned by legal experts as unconstitutional. The Indian government 
then mobilized more than 50,000 additional military personnel to the existing 750,000 troops stationed  in the 
region, which made it the most militarized region of the world.  

Since revoking Article 370, India’s military has maintained tight control over communications and internet in 
Kashmir, forcibly detained elected Kashmiri political leaders, business leaders, civil society members, and 
rights activists in secret jails, and levied sporadic curfews on the region’s eight million residents (about half 
the population of New York). There continue to be widespread reports of torture of detainees. There are also 
ongoing reports of Indian security forces arresting children and keeping their whereabouts secret from their 
parents. 
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19 U.S. HOUSE RESOLUTION CONDEMNING HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND VIOLATIONS  
 OF INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN INDIA          

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: Condemning human rights violations and violations of international religious freedom in India, 
including those targeting Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Dalits, Adivasis, and other religious and cultural minorities. 

Bill History: Introduced in the 117th Congress as H.Res. 1196. The resolution was introduced in June 2022 and 
referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

About: Introduced by Representative Ilhan Omar (D-MN), the resolution condemns human rights violations and 
violations of international religious freedom by India to religious and cultural minority groups including Muslims, 
Christians, Sikhs, Dalits, and Adivasis. This resolution additionally calls on the Secretary of State to officially 
designate India as a Country of Particular Concern under the International Religious Freedom Act. A Country 
of Particular Concern (CPC) is a country designated by the U.S. government where the listed government 
engages in or tolerates “particularly severe” violations of religious freedom. The resolution’s original co-spon-
sors include Representatives Rashida Tlaib (D-MI), James McGovern (D-MA), and Juan Vargas (D-CA). 

20 U.S. HOUSE RESOLUTION HONORING THE VICTIMS RESULTING FROM HATE CRIMES,  
 IS LAM O PHOBIA AND ANTI-IMMIGRANT SENTIMENT, IN THE AFTERMATH OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001         

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: Honoring the victims resulting from hate crimes, Is lam o phobia and anti-immigrant sentiment in the 
aftermath of September 11, 2001, where individuals were targeted by violence and hatred because they were 
Muslim or perceived to be Muslim.   

Bill History: Introduced in the 117th Congress as H.Res. 662 and was referred to the House Judiciary Subcom-
mittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security.

About: Introduced by Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX), the resolution honors the victims and 
survivors of 9/11-related hate crimes, as well as the victims and survivors of the September 11 terrorist attacks.  

The resolution also encourages the September 11 Commission and Compensation Fund to recognize and 
service post-September 11 hate crime victims and survivors.     

The congressional declaration was introduced in 2021 on the 20th anniversary of the attempted murder of 
World Without Hate Founder Rais Bhuiyan. Shot by a white supremacist after September 11, Rais Bhuiyan not 
only survived this brutal hate crime, but he also forgave his assailant and led an international campaign trying to 
save him from death row.   
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In the days and weeks following September 11 terrorist attacks, many innocent individuals were attacked simply 
because they were Arab American, South Asian American, Sikh American, and American Muslim. Many lives 
were lost and destroyed, but to this day, the September 11 Commission and the Compensation Fund has never 
included these victims and survivors as part of the catastrophic events post September 11. Yet, the violence, 
pain, trauma, and health ramifications of post-September 11 hate crime survivors and victim’s families continues.   

CAIR believes that recognition for all post-September 11 hate crime victims and survivors is long overdue. 

 U.S HOUSE RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE COMMENCEMENT OF RAMADAN           

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: This resolution recognizes the Islamic faith as one of the great religions of the world, commemorates 
the onset of Ramadan (the holy month of fasting and spiritual renewal for Muslims), and expresses respect to 
Muslims in the United States and throughout the world on this occasion.

Bill History: Introduced twice in the 117th Congress to recognize and commemorates the yearly Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan, this resolution was referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

About: Introduced by Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX), with co-sponsors Andre Carson (D-IN), 
Ilhan Omar (D-MN), and Rashida Tlaib, the resolution is formally titled “Recognizing the commencement of 
Ramadan, the Muslim holy month of fasting and spiritual renewal, and commending Muslims in the United 
States and throughout the world for their faith.”  

The resolution marks the first day of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan, the month on the Islamic lunar 
calendar during which Muslims abstain from food, drink, and other sensual pleasures from the break of dawn to 
sunset.  

The last time Congress adopted Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson’s resolution commemorating Ramadan was in 
October 2007 by a vote of 376-0.

 U.S. HOUSE RESOLUTIONS RECOGNIZING THE COMMENCEMENT OF EID AL-FITR  
 AND EID AL-ADHA            

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: In the 117th Congress, and prior congressional sessions, Representatives Debbie Dingell (D-MI) 
and Andre Carson (D-IN) have respectively introduced separate U.S. House resolutions that recognizing the 
religious significance of the two Islamic holidays Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha.

Bill History: In 2022, Rep. Debbie Dingell introduced H.Res.1085, titled “Recognizing the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan, commending a month of fasting and spiritual renewal, and extending best wishes to Muslims in the 
United States and across the globe for a joyous and meaningful observance of Eid al-Fitr.” Rep. Andre Carson 
also introduced H.Res.1221, titled “Recognizing the religious significance of Eid al-Adha and wishing Muslim 
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Americans and Muslims around the world a prosperous holiday.” Both resolutions were referred to the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

About: The first holiday, Eid al-Fitr (“feast of fast breaking”) marks the end of Ramadan – a holy month of 
fasting, worship, and good deeds – and occurs on a different date each year as it is based on the lunar calendar. 
The second holiday, Eid al-Adha (EED-al-ODD-ha), comes near the end of the Hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca.  

CAIR encourages the reintroduction and adoption of these two resolutions as Congress extends its best 
wishes to Muslims in the U.S. and across the globe celebrating the Eid holidays.

 U.S. HOUSE RESOLUTION REMOVING MUSLIM MEMBER(S) OF CONGRESS  
 FROM COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS       

CAIR Position: Oppose introduction and adoption of any resolution that seeks to censure and remove an 
American Muslim member of Congress from their committee assignment(s) because of in-bad-faith attacks in 
the 118th Congress. 

Summary: Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) has threatened to censure and remove Representative Ilhan Omar, 
the first Black Muslim woman elected to Congress, from her position on the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 
It would take the adoption of a House resolution to remove Rep. Omar from her seat, which CAIR opposes.

About: In November 2022, CAIR openly called on Republican and Democratic members of Congress to reject 
then Minority Leader Rep. Kevin McCarthy’s “unjustifiable and hypocritical” threat to remove Rep. Ilhan Omar 
from her foreign affairs committee assignment while pledging to reinstate the committee assignments of 
anti-Muslim and antisemitic conspiracy theorist Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA).  

CAIR has observed that American Muslims elected to Congress, starting with former Representative Keith 
Ellison (D-MN), to current Representatives Andre Carson, Ilhan Omar, and Rashida Tlaib, have all had to 
endure a litany of in-bad-faith attacks against their character because of their Muslim identities, ethnicities, or 
gender, and because they dare to oppose the human rights violations that our government and other actors 
have committed in the Middle East and around the world.   

Democratic and Republican political opponents of Rep. Omar have over the past several years sought to 
remove her from her position on the House Foreign Affairs Committee because she has used that position to 
challenge establishment views in that committee – especially when making commonsense observations that 
supporting Israel’s discriminatory and apartheid government is incompatible with democratic values here at 
home.  

CAIR notes that Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, the Presbyterian Church USA, the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, and Israeli human rights 
group B’Tselem, have all recently recognized that the Israeli government’s decades-long human rights abuses 
against the Palestinian people, including physical segregation and different laws based on race, constitute a 
system of apartheid.  

Often the statements of American Muslim members of Congress are purposefully misinterpreted and  
misconstrued when they speak about human rights abuses committed by Israel. CAIR believes that it would 
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be wrong to remove Rep. Omar from her assignment on the House Foreign Affairs Committee – or any other 
member of Congress from their committee assignments, including American Muslim members of Congress – 
for speaking such uncomfortable truths. 

Congresswoman Omar is best known for several firsts. Rep. Omar is the first Somali American and the first 
naturalized citizen of African birth to serve in the U.S. Congress, and the first woman of color to represent 
Minnesota. She is also the first woman to wear a hijab on the House floor after successfully advocating for a 
change to the House rules that denied her religious freedom to wear a head covering.  

CAIR will oppose any attempt in the 118th Congress to remove Rep. Omar from any of her committee  
assignments based on in bad-faith attacks.   

Note: CAIR continues to support the overall process of censuring and removing members of Congress from 
their committee assignments – like Representatives Margerie Taylor Greene, Paul Gosar (R-AZ), and former 
Congressman Steve King (R-IA) – for statements, attacks, threats, or other actions that promote racism and 
other forms of bigotry like white supremacy, anti-immigrant sentiment, anti-black racism, antisemitism, and 
Islamophobia. A member of Congress that holds such bigoted views cannot truly represent the interests of 
their constituents in a plural and diverse representative democracy like the United States. 

 U.S. HOUSE AND SENATE RESOLUTIONS RECOGNIZING JULY AS MUSLIM-AMERICAN  
 HERITAGE MONTH           

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: U.S. House and Senate resolution expressing support for the recognition of July as “Muslim- 
American Heritage Month” and celebrating the heritage and culture of Muslim Americans in the United States.

Bill History: First introduced in 2021 as H.Res. 541 and S.Res. 361 in the 117th Congress, and re-introduced in 
2022 as S.Res 731, the resolutions were respectively referred to the House and Senate Committees on the 
Judiciary.  

About: Introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives by Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA) and in the Senate by Sen. 
Corey Booker (D-NJ), this resolution recognizes July as “Muslim-American Heritage Month.”   

Muslims have been in the Americas since before the founding of our nation and have contributed to our 
nation’s rise at every stage of its development. CAIR believes that is time our nation recognizes and celebrates 
the heritage and culture of American Muslims in the United States.    

The resolution specifically recognizes the importance of American Muslim figures, including El-Hajj Malik 
El-Shabazz (Malcolm X), Imam Warith Deen Mohamed, Muhammad Ali, and Ibtihaj Muhammad. It also notes 
American Muslims’ contributions to American society as business owners, entrepreneurs, healthcare  
professionals, humanitarians, scientists, and students. More notably, the resolution also recognizes sustained 
biases that American Muslims experience and calls for public education, awareness, and policies that are 
“culturally competent” when discussing the American Muslim community.    
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25 VOTING RIGHTS ADVANCEMENT ACT          

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 118th Congress. 

Summary: This bill enhances voter rights by establishing new criteria for determining which states and political 
subdivisions must obtain preclearance from the Department of Justice (DOJ) before changes to voting practic-
es may take effect.

Bill History: Introduced as H.R. 4 in the 117th Congress and passed by the House in August 2021 by 219 – 212 
and referred to the Senate. 

About: Re-introduced by Representative Terri Sewell (D-AL) and titled “John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advance-
ment Act of 2021” in honor of the late Georgia Congressman John Lewis, this act would create new criteria for 
determining whether a state and political subdivisions require preclearance before altering voting practices in 
that area.   

Preclearance is the process of receiving preapproval from the DOJ or the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia before making legal changes that may affect voting rights.   

This bill also specifies practices which jurisdictions meeting certain thresholds regarding racial minority groups, 
language minority groups, and minority groups on Indian land, must preclear before implementing. These 
practices include changing jurisdiction boundaries, methods of elections, and voting locations.   

CAIR notes that this bill will prevent states from targeting minority groups and suppressing their vote. 

CAIR notes that this congressional resolution is in part based on Rep. Judy Chu’s (D-CA) 2018 and 2019  
resolutions “Recognizing American Muslims’ history and contributions to our Nation.” 
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CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE HEARING TOPICS SUPPORTED BY CAIR
Congressional U.S. House and Senate committees host public and private hearings to explore issues of public 
policy or interest and generate support for new legislative initiatives and policies under their authority. CAIR 
endorses the following hearing topics to be explored by congressional committees:

 HEARING TOPIC: OVERSIGHT OF THE UNCONSTITUTIONAL FEDERAL TERRORISM  
 WATCHLIST AND ITS LACK OF DUE PROCESS          

Committees Jurisdiction: U.S. House Judiciary Committee, U.S. Senate Committee on Judiciary, U.S. House 
Committee on Homeland Security, and U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs.  

Hearing Objective: Fundamental reform of the federal government’s unconstitutional Terrorist Screening 
Database (TSDB), commonly referred to as the “terrorism watchlist,” cannot occur until Congress first asserts 
its oversights and investigatory authorities.    

Currently, the watchlist includes more than one million names. And yet, not a single person from the Muslim 
community who has committed an act of terrorism was on the watchlist at the time they committed their 
crime. In other words, after almost two decades, the watchlisting system has demonstrated no ability to thwart 
terrorism.   

Rather, the terrorism watchlist has been used as a tool to target innocent Muslims secretly and systematically 
for extrajudicial consequences without any due process or accountability. The success of this extrajudicial 
program depends upon secrecy and eliminating due process protections to individuals the government seeks 
to target; and, as such, the watchlisting system must be fundamentally reformed.   

At minimum, Congress must assert its oversight authorities over the federal agencies that manage, contribute 
to, or rely on the TSDB. CAIR encourages Congress to adopt a TSDB inclusion standard that precludes inno-
cent people – persons who have not been arrested, charged, or convicted of a terrorism-related offense – from 
being listed. 

 HEARING TOPIC: PROBE OF U.S. MILITARY PAYING CONTRACTORS TO SPY ON MUSLIM   
 PRAYER, DATING, AND OTHER ISLAMIC STUDY APPS           

Committees Jurisdiction: U.S. House and Senate Committees on Judiciary, Armed services, and Intelligence. 

Hearing Objective: CAIR is urging U.S. House and Senate Committees on Judiciary, Armed services, and 
Intelligence to protect American Muslims, in addition to Muslims overseas, whose Islamic prayer apps and their 
corresponding cellphone data continue to be spied on by multiple U.S. military contractors – and purchased by 
the U.S. military.  

In November 2020, CAIR initially called on Congress to investigate reports that the U.S. military purchased 
location and movement metadata from two popular Muslim prayer, Quran and marriage applications – “Muslim 
Pro” and “Muslim Mingle” – to conduct counterterrorism and intelligence gathering operations.  
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In response, more than a dozen members of Congress in February 2021 wrote a letter to then to Secretary of 
Defense Austin and Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines to express their alarm about “government 
purchases of access to large quantities of personal data from apps including a widely-used Muslim prayer and 
Quran app and a popular Muslim dating app” and to seek greater clarity. Disappointingly, Congress did not fully 
investigate this ongoing issue of the U.S. government and military contractors spying on Muslim apps.    

In April 2022, CAIR renewed its call for Congress to investigate the latest in a series of reports by the media 
that U.S. military contractors are spying on the Muslims prayer apps, including Al Moazin and Qibla Compass, 
which have been downloaded approximately 10 million times.  

CAIR believes that Muslim and Islamic prayer app data is being secretly scooped up by U.S. military contrac-
tors and the federal government to gain personal insights into how often Muslims pray, what religious verses 
and materials they are studying, their precise location, and whether they are in congregation with other 
Muslims using these apps. Overseas, the U.S. military and CIA could be using this metadata to target Muslims 
for further surveillance, drone assassination, or other operations.  

This reportedly ongoing U.S. military and contactor spying on American Muslims’ cellphone metadata and 
Islamic app usage is a direct attack on the First Amendment rights of our community and its consumer privacy 
and must be investigated by Congress.

 HEARING TOPIC: OVERSIGHT OF COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM (CVE) LEGACY  
 PROGRAM CENTER FOR PREVENTION PROGRAMS AND PARTNERSHIPS (CP3) AND  
 THEIR IMPACTS ON CIVIL RIGHTS        

Committees Jurisdiction: U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs & U.S. House 
Committee on Homeland Security. 

Hearing Objective: Congressional homeland security committees should hold follow-up oversight hearings to 
compel the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to provide greater reporting measures that ensure trans-
parency in their Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) legacy program Center for Prevention Programs and 
Partnerships (CP3). The hearing should also focus on these programs impacts on the civil rights of Americans.   

CAIR is calling on Congress to provide greater oversight of DHS’s CP3 program and greater details on how 
the program ensures civil rights and liberties are being safeguarded in its administration. In the past two years, 
DHS has built up CP3 by seeking to increase federal grant funding for “communities across the United States 
to prevent individuals from radicalizing to violence and intervene when individuals have already radicalized to 
violence.” Despite DHS acknowledging past mistakes were made with CVE and expressing a commitment to 
better “consider and respect civil rights and civil liberties,” CAIR remains concerned about the program, and its 
lack of clarity in how it safeguards against possible civil rights violations. CAIR encourages community members 
not to apply for CP3 or related TVTP grants.   



24

4

5

 HEARING TOPIC: INVESTIGATE HOW U.S. CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS AND FOUNDATIONS   
 FUNNEL MILLIONS TO ANTI-MUSLIM GROUPS AND FUEL ISLAMOPHOBIA        

Committees Jurisdiction: U.S. House Judiciary Committee and U.S. Senate Committee on Judiciary. 

Hearing Objective: In 2021, CAIR released a new Islamophobia report titled “Islamophobia in the Mainstream,” 
listing 35 charitable institutions and foundations that funneled almost $106 million to 26 anti-Muslim groups 
between 2017-2019. CAIR is calling on the House and Senate judiciary committees to hold follow-up hearings 
on the rise of Islamophobia and resulting hate crimes and bias incidents by exploring how U.S. charities and 
foundations fund anti-Muslim groups that  promote and inspire criminal violence and discrimination against 
American Muslims.   

CAIR’s report shows that Islamophobic organizations remain active and continue to receive large sums of 
money through private family foundations and mainstream donor-advised funds that are used to spread 
misinformation and perpetuate stereotypes about Muslims and Islam.        

The funders include household names such as Fidelity and Schwab and faith-based charities such as the  
Jewish Communal Fund and the National Christian Charitable Foundation. They also include private family 
foundations such as the Adelson Family Foundation, which contributes millions of dollars to support  
anti-Muslim activity.   

Anti-Muslim hate groups listed in CAIR’s report include: The American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ), 
Gatestone Institute, Center for Security Policy, Middle East Forum, Middle East Media Research Institute, 
David Horowitz Freedom Center, Clarion Project, and the Investigative Project on Terrorism, among  
many others. 

 HEARING TOPIC: DESIGNATING INDIA AS A COUNTRY OF PARTICULAR CONCERN FOR   
 HUMAN RIGHTS AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM VIOLATIONS        

Committees Jurisdiction: U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee, U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

Hearing Objective: Investigating the Republic of India’s continuing violations of its citizens’ religious freedom 
rights, particularly those of its Muslim, Christian, Sikh, and Dalit communities. Calling on Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and the U.S. Department of State to reconsider its recent decision to reject the adoption of 
the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom’s (USCIFR) three-years-ongoing recommendation 
to designate the Republic of India as a Country of Particular Concern (CPC) or designate that country on a 
Special Watch List due to its ongoing human rights and religious freedom violations.  

Due to the Indian government’s increasing pro-Hindutva policies and discrimination against religious minorities 
– including its adoption of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) to disenfranchise Muslim Indian citizens 
and abrogation of Article 370 in Kashmir – CAIR and a growing number of members of Congress are openly 
questioning whether India continues to share with the United States a “respective for universal human rights,” 
including support for there being no compulsion in religion, beliefs, or speech.  
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CAIR believes that the State Department should adopt USCIRF’s recommendation to designate India as a CPC 
and Congress should work to hold India accountable by endorsing the U.S. government designate it as a CPC 
– as nothing else has worked so far for the past 30 years in curbing its institutional discrimination and state 
sanctioned violence against religious minorities, their homes, schools, shops, and houses of worship. 


