Council on American-Islamic Relations

) 6120 Baltimore National Pike, Suite 2D
1 _ ) Baltimore, MD 21228

Tele 443-251-2132 Fax 202-488-0833
FE-mail: mdoutreach@cair.com URIL www.cair.com

May 16, 2023

Dr. Tasha Graves
Principal

Parkdale High School
6001 Good Luck Road
Riverdale, MD 20737

RE: Investigation into allegations of unsafe school climate for Afghan refugee students
Dear Dr. Graves:

On behalf of the Maryland Oftice of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), the
nation’s largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization, I am writing to call your
attention to alarming reports of an unsafe school climate and the alleged persistent harassment of
Afghan refugee Muslim students at Parkdale High School.

According to a complaint made to CAIR yesterday, on Monday, May 8, 2023, tenth-grader

and other male Afghan refugee students in his class were confronted by a
group of Latino males who allegedly approached them in a threatening manner, told them to “go
back to where they came from” and reportedly verbally instigated them. CAIR was told that the
teacher fled the class during the incident, and that the school counselor and/or the school officer
advised the Afghan students to “not return to school until the matter was handled.”

Out of fear for his safety, ||| lllnot return to school the next day, Tuesday, May 9, 2023,
but other Afghan refugee students did. CAIR was informed that some of them were physically
assaulted and choked. CAIR was notified that at least two of the Afghan refugee students sought
medical attention for injuries sustained in the attack.

The next day, Wednesday, May 10, 2023, the Afghan students did not return to school, but CAIR
was told that the Latino males appeared in their neighborhood and reportedly assaulted them
there. CAIR was told that the Afghan students have not returned to school since then, and are
fearful for their safety.
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While CAIR has urged the students to file a police report, there is also a significant fear of
retaliation. In light of the information about these incidents that has come to our attention, CAIR
is calling on you and the Prince George’s County Public School System to:

1) launch a transparent investigation into the allegations of assault, intimidation and
racist bullying

2) describe the steps your office has taken against the offending students in the incidents
described above

3) describe the steps your office is taking to ensure a safe school environment for refugee
students

4) investigate the safety climate at your school for other refugee students to make sure
they have not also been directly or indirectly victimized

These reported attacks are not unique. CAIR National’s 2022 Civil Rights Report, Still Suspect,
documented various school-related complaints ranging from bullying, Islamophobic school
curriculum, and holiday denials in 2021. A recent poll by the Institute for Social Policy and
Understanding reports, “In 2022, we find that nearly half (48%) of Muslim families with school-
age children reported having a child who faced religious- based bullying in the past year.”

SEE: 2022 Civil Rights Report: Still Suspect
https://www.cair.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Still-Suspect-Report-2022.pdf

Bias and Bullying in Public Schools: Mitigating the Impact on Muslim and Perceived-as-
Muslim Students
http://www.islamophobia.org/images/2019/Bullying/Bias and Bullying White Paper.pdf

The standards and expectations set by administrators have a tremendous impact on the culture of
a school. I hope you will agree that these must be safe spaces of learning for all students. CAIR
is available to assist and provide resources on issues concerning the rights and well-being of
refugee students within your school/system. We thank you for your prompt attention to this
matter and look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

Dr. Zainab Chaudry, Pharm.D.
Director, CAIR Office in Maryland
Council on American-Islamic Relations
E: zchaudry@cair.com

P: 410-971-6062

cc: Jameel Johnson — President, Prince George’s County Muslim Council
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Edward A. Mitchell, Esq. — National Deputy Director, CAIR
Corey Saylor — Research and Advocacy Director, CAIR
Robert McCaw — Government Affairs Director, CAIR
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