
October 16, 2025 

 

To the Honorable Members of the New York Congressional Delegation: U.S. Senators Chuck 

Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand; U.S. Representatives Yvette Clarke, Adriano Espaillat, Andrew 

Garbarino, Laura Gillen, Dan Goldman, Hakeem Jeffries, Tim Kennedy, Nick LaLota, Nick 

Langworthy, George Latimer, Mike Lawler, Nicole Malliotakis, John Mannion, Gregory Meeks, 

Grace Meng, Joe Morelle, Jerry Nadler, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Josh Riley, Pat Ryan, Elise 

Stefanik, Tom Suozzi, Claudia Tenney, Paul Tonko, Ritchie Torres, and Nydia Velazquez. 

 

Re: A Call for Moral Leadership Against Rising Islamophobia, Anti-Black Racism, and 

Anti-Palestinian Hate in Congress 

 

Dear Members of the New York Congressional Delegation: 

 

Across the nation, attacks on Muslims are rising not only in our neighborhoods, but in the halls 

of Congress itself.  

 

We write as leaders, organizers, and houses of worship from across New York representing over 

a million American Muslims whose work sustains this state’s hospitals, schools, businesses, and 

public institutions. We represent teachers and doctors, engineers and entrepreneurs, parents and 

public servants, New Yorkers who strengthen this state every day, and we are calling on you to 

better protect our communities. 

 

As proud constituents, we urge the New York delegation to take immediate and public 

action, beginning with holding Florida Congressman Randy Fine accountable for his racist 

and Islamophobic attack on New York State Assemblymember Zohran Kwame Mamdani. 

 

We also ask you to confront the broader surge of Islamophobia, anti-Black racism, and anti-

Palestinian hate spreading through Congress, including new anti-Muslim committee 

investigations and politically motivated demands on the Trump administration, IRS, Treasury, 

and Department of Justice to target Muslim organizations and leaders. 

 

On October 8, Fine called Assemblymember Mamdani on the social media site X, “little more 

than a Muslim terrorist,” declared it “a disgrace he was ever granted citizenship,” and said he 

should be “deported to the Ugandan shithole he came from.” These remarks were not only 

Islamophobic and xenophobic, but they were also unmistakably anti-Black, reviving colonial 

language once used to dehumanize African and immigrant communities. 

 

This is not new behavior. In July, House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries, Whip Katherine 

Clark, and Caucus Chair Pete Aguilar condemned Fine’s earlier slurs against Rep. Ilhan Omar, 

calling them “unhinged, racist, and disgusting.” That Fine continues even after this rebuke 

shows contempt for accountability and the need for stronger leadership. 



Fine’s history is clear. He has called Muslim colleagues “terrorists,” told Palestinians to “eat 

rockets,” mocked the photo of a dead child with “Thanks for the pic,” and urged that Gaza be 

“nuked.” When questioned, he replied that “half of people in Gaza are married to their cousins.” 

He trolls Muslims for cheap political points and clout in the pro-Israel ecosystem - thriving on 

cruelty and attention. 

 

Fine’s rhetoric reflects a deeper normalization of hate in Congress that has gone largely 

unpunished. Rep. Brian Mast (R-FL) compared Palestinian civilians to Nazis. Rep. Andy Ogles 

(R-TN) said of Palestinian children, “We should kill them all.” Rep. Brandon Gill (R-TX) 

mocked a Muslim lawmaker’s eating practices, writing, “Civilized people in America don’t eat 

like this… Go back to the Third World.” Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-CO) fabricated an Islamophobic 

story accusing Rep. Omar of sympathizing with terrorists. Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA) demeaned 

an Arab American witness during a hate-crimes hearing, and Sen. Tommy Tuberville (R-AL) 

recently gave a nearly 15-minute speech on the Senate floor calling to "Ban Sharia Law," and 

said earlier this year that blue-state residents bringing a “communist, Islamic atmosphere” were 

unwelcome in Alabama. This month, Rep Chip Roy (R-TX) also introduced the "Preserving A 

Sharia-Free America Act" to ban or deport immigrants who practice “Sharia,” the moral and 

spiritual framework that guides Muslims in their personal lives. Even Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-

NJ) has reportedly made anti-Muslim remarks about American faith leaders in a closed-door 

meeting. 

 

Picture the outrage if members of Congress delivered floor speeches or introduced legislation 

seeking to ban the practice of Catholic Canon or Jewish Halacha, which, like Sharia, inspires acts 

of prayer, charity, compassion, marriage contracts, adoptions, and guides its followers’ moral 

choices. Yet that is precisely what some lawmakers are now proposing against Muslims. 

 

Meanwhile, Muslims are an inseparable part of this country and this state. In New York alone, 

one million Muslims, about 10% of New York state’s population, call this state home. We are 

physicians, teachers, engineers, and small-business owners. We serve in government, defend this 

nation in uniform, and teach its children every day. Muslim New Yorkers provide roughly 10% 

of the city’s doctors, 11% of its engineers, and more than 9,500 public-school teachers educating 

a quarter-million students. Our small businesses employ over 170,000 New Yorkers and 

contribute billions to the state economy. 

 

New York Muslims are your constituents and neighbors. We will not be silenced or scapegoated 

to distract from moral accountability abroad or dissent at home. 

 

At the same time, Congress has attempted but failed at narrow margins to advance bills that 

threaten civil rights and free speech for Muslim and Palestinian activists. Measures like the 

“Nonprofit Killer Bill,” the “Anti-Boycott Act,” and the Antisemitism Awareness Act 

dangerously conflate advocacy for Palestinian rights with hate speech, while proposals such as 

Rep. Mast’s “Passport Revocation Bill” seek to criminalize dissent. These efforts mirror a larger 

campaign to stigmatize and silence Muslim communities. 



Long-debunked conspiracy theories have also resurfaced, claiming that “Sharia law” or the 

“Muslim Brotherhood” is taking over America, from Dearborn to New York City. Once fringe, 

this rhetoric now echoes in congressional hearings and partisan investigations targeting Muslim 

organizations. 

 

This revival of Islamophobia coincides with global outrage over Israel’s assault on Gaza and the 

growing recognition of that campaign as genocidal. Rather than confront these atrocities, some 

officials have chosen to resurrect anti-Muslim fear as political cover. DropSite News recently 

reported that Israel’s Foreign Ministry has been polling Western publics on the Gaza war. 

Opposition to Israel’s actions dropped sharply when fear-based terms like “Radical Islam” and 

“Jihadism” were introduced, proving how cynically this narrative is being weaponized. 

 

That is why we expect even more anti-Muslim rhetoric to emerge from Congress, where support 

for Israel’s genocide maintains an immoral grip, and the rights and safety of American Muslims 

have become an afterthought - or worse, collateral damage and a convenient distraction. 

 

We Demand Courage and Accountability 

 

We call on the New York U.S. Congressional Delegation, Democrats and Republicans alike, to 

meet this moment with moral clarity. Condemn Congressman Randy Fine’s racist, Islamophobic, 

and anti-Black attacks on Assemblymember Zohran Mamdani. The only fitting response is 

condemnation, censure, and removal from his committee assignments, and Republican and 

Democratic leadership that makes clear that anti-Muslim, anti-African hate has no place in 

Congress or the country it represents. 

 

We also urge you to defend American Muslim lawmakers, activists, and community leaders 

being smeared or threatened for speaking out; to push back publicly against the weaponization of 

Islamophobia and the growing legislative and committee assault on free speech; and to reject the 

revival of conspiratorial rhetoric that endangers our communities and undermines democracy. 

For generations, New York’s congressional delegation has served as a moral compass for the 

nation. That tradition must continue. The safety, dignity, and constitutional rights of your Muslim 

constituents depend on it. 

 

With faith and determination, 

 

Bangladeshi American Advocacy Group (BAAG) 

Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) 

CAIR New York 

Emgage Action NY Metro 

Desis Rising Up & Moving (DRUM) 

ICNA New York 

Islamic Center of Five Towns 

 



MALIKAH 

Muslim American Society of New York 

Muslim Community of Nassau County (MCNC) 

Muslim Community Network (MCN) 

New York Muslim Action Network (NYMAN) 

Our Common Beliefs 

Palestinian American Bar Association 

Rockaway Islamic Center 

Syosset Muslim Community 

Taxpayers Against Genocide 

 


