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Legislative Policy Memo:

An Attempt to Eradicate the West Bank and
Deny Palestinian Self-Determination




“The term Judea and Samaria’
IS hot a neutral Israeli descriptor
of the West Bank but an
ideological weapon used to
remove Palestinians from
maps, laws, and memory while
whitewashing war crimes
through biblical language.”

OVERVIEW: The many versions of the so-called “Recognizing Judea and
Samaria Act” share one purpose: to erase Palestinians from existence by
erasing them from the map. Whether introduced in Congress, state legislatures,
or local governments, these measures seek to normalize the language of
occupation, impose Israeli apartheid terminology, and rewrite U.S. policy to
reflect an extremist “Israel-first” ideology. They make the dehumanization and
dispossession of Palestinians appear bureaucratic and routine, laundering
genocide through the sterile language of legislation.

This is far more than semantics. These bills attempt to redefine geography to
serve political ideology, signaling U.S. endorsement of illegal Israeli supremacist
claims to the entirety of the West Bank while denying the rights and history of
millions of Palestinians. Its sponsors are tampering with decades of established
U.S. policy, international consensus, and law recognizing the West Bank as
occupied Palestinian territory.

By codifying language that delegitimizes Palestinian existence, this legislation
abandons U.S. neutrality and turns the machinery of government into a tool for
Israel-first propaganda rather than diplomacy, justice, or international law.


https://www.newarab.com/opinion/judea-samaria-act-blueprint-us-israel-complicity
https://www.newarab.com/opinion/judea-samaria-act-blueprint-us-israel-complicity

CURRENT LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS: The following bills represent a
coordinated campaign to politicize geography, erase Palestinian identity, and
advance a biased narrative in official U.S. communications.

1- H.R. 7552 - 118th 2-H.R. 902 - 119th 3- S. 384 - 119th Congress
Congress (2023-2024) Congress (2025-2026) (2025-2026)
e Introduced: March 5, 2024 e Introduced: January 31, 2025 e Introduced: February 4, 2025
e Sponsors: Rep. Claudia e Sponsors: Rep. Claudia e Sponsor: Sen. Tom Cotton
Tenney (NY), Rep. Ronny Tenney (NY), Sen. Tom (AR)
Jackson (TX) Cotton (AR)
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FEDERAL
LEGISLATION:

STATE
LEGISLATION:

1- Florida HB 31 - 2026 2- Arkansas HB 1929 - 2025
Legislative Session Regular Session
e Introduced: September 23, 2025 e Introduced: March 31, 2025
e Sponsor: Rep. Chase Tramont PASSED as Act 797
(R-Port Orange) e Sponsors: Rep. McAlindon, Rep.
é J. Dotson
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7552?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7552?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/31?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/31?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=HB1929&ddBienniumSession=2025%2F2025R&Search=
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=HB1929&ddBienniumSession=2025%2F2025R&Search=
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/902?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/902?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/384?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/384?utm_source=chatgpt.com

HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND WHY “JUDEA AND SAMARIA” IS

MISLEADING: Renaming the occupied West Bank as “Judea and Samaria” is
not about accuracy or heritage. It is an act of political whitewashing designed to
erase Palestinian identity, rewrite history, and sanitize decades of dispossession.
This language legitimizes ongoing colonization and replaces a living people’s
history with a mythologized narrative serving Israeli expansionism. Genocide
begins with the erasure of a people’s language, memory, and place.

Ottoman Era (1517-1917): The West Bank and Gaza were integral parts of
historic Palestine under the Ottoman Empire, inhabited overwhelmingly by
Arab Palestinians.

British Mandate (1917-1948): After World War |, the entire area—now lIsrael,
the West Bank, and Gaza—was recognized as Mandatory Palestine, with
clearly defined borders and a majority Arab population.

UN Partition Plan (1947): The United Nations designated the West Bank
and Gaza as parts of a future Arab state, acknowledging Palestinians as
an indigenous people with political and territorial rights. The later Israeli
narrative claiming “Judea and Samaria” over the entire region is meant to
erase Palestinian history and disguise colonization as restoration.

Post-1948: After Israel's creation, the West Bank came under Jordanian
administration and Gaza under Egyptian control. Israel did not occupy
these territories until its 1967 invasion, which the international community
continues to define as illegal. Using “Judea and Samaria” obscures that

reality, transforming occupation into supposed “return” and turning crimes of
land theft and apartheid into claims of divine right.

“CGenocide begins
with the erasure of a
people’s [anguage,
memory, and place.”
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WHY THE WEST BANK IS PALESTINIAN LAND: The West Bank is
Palestinian land by both historic continuity and legal precedent. Palestinians
have lived there for centuries, maintaining an unbroken cultural and spiritual
presence that predates every foreign occupation. International law recognizes
their collective rights and defines Israel’'s presence as military occupation,

not sovereignty.

The term “Judea and Samaria” is not a neutral geographic label. It is a political
weapon designed to erase Palestinian identity by invoking biblical claims that
have no standing in modern law. Its use transforms occupation into entitlement
and whitewashes colonization and apartheid.

Israel has no legitimate sovereignty over the West Bank. The United Nations
and the International Court of Justice have repeatedly affirmed that Israeli
settlements and claims there are illegal. For the United States or any
government to adopt “Judea and Samaria” is to legitimize displacement,
endorse occupation, and participate in the ongoing erasure of the
Palestinian people.

LEGAL CONTEXT

UN & ICJ

THE BILL'S
LANGUAGE

INTERNATIONAL
LAW

e

West Bank = Israeli Attempts to
Occupied settlements = legitimize
Palestinian illegal under illegal
Territory international claims

law




CALL TO ACTION FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS: The so-called “Recognizing
Judea and Samaria Act” and its state-level counterparts are part of a broader
campaign to erase Palestine from history and public consciousness. By forcing
U.S. institutions to adopt extremist terminology, this legislation whitewashes
occupation, legitimizes war crimes, and turns policy into a vehicle for cultural
erasure. Lawmakers must act decisively to reject this rewriting of geography,
history, and law.

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, STATE LEGISLATORS, AND LOCAL
OFFICIALS SHOULD:

e Publicly oppose and vote against any version of the “Recognizing Judea
and Samaria Act:” Condemn the bill as an attempt to normalize apartheid
and erase the Palestinian people from the official record.

o Defend factual, historically accurate education: Ensure that schools and
institutions are not pressured to adopt “Judea and Samaria” or remove
Palestinian identity from curricula, maps, or cultural programs.

e Uphold international law and human rights standards: Reaffirm that the
West Bank and Gaza are occupied Palestinian territories under
international law.

e Support truth and accountability: Promote measures reaffirming the
illegality of Israeli settlements and the importance of accurate, internationally
recognized terminology.

o Stand with communities resisting cultural erasure: Engage with Palestinian,
Arab, Muslim, Jewish, and allied organizations working to protect historical
truth and human dignity.

Silence and neutrality only aid whitewashing and genocide. Every elected

official has a duty to defend truth, uphold international law, and prevent the
erasure of an entire people from history.

“Reaffirm that the West
Bank and Gaza are occupied
Palestinian territories under
International law.”



CONCLUSION: The “Recognizing Judea and Samaria Act” is not a symbolic
gesture. It is a deliberate attempt to erase Palestinian history, identity, and rights
while legitimizing Israeli claims to occupied territory. This legislation undermines
international law, distorts education, and marginalizes millions of Palestinians
who have lived in the West Bank and Gaza for generations.

Protecting accurate historical narratives and advocating for educational integrity
are essential to resist this extremist agenda. Recognizing the West Bank and
Gaza as Palestinian territory defends truth, justice, and the fundamental right

of Palestinians to self-determination. The fight against erasure is not symbolic;

it is a moral obligation for anyone committed to human rights and historical
accountability.
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