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The Honorable Tim Walberg, Chair 
The Honorable Bobby Scott, Ranking Member 
House Committee on Education and Workforce 
U.S. House of Representatives


RE: Oppose H.R. 8476, the “No Antisemitism in Education Act of 2026”


Dear Chair Walberg, Ranking Member Scott, and Members of the Committee:


We write to urge you to oppose H.R. 8476, the “No Antisemitism in Education Act of 2026.”

Antisemitism is a real and serious form of bigotry that must be unequivocally condemned and 
addressed. However, H.R. 8476 does not simply combat antisemitism. Instead, it would codify 
into federal education law the controversial International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
(IHRA) definition of antisemitism by incorporating Executive Order 13899 and requiring 
schools, colleges, and federal agencies to consider that definition and its examples when 
investigating discrimination claims.


The bill raises serious constitutional, civil rights, and academic freedom concerns. Of the IHRA 
definition’s 11 contemporary examples, seven focus on criticism of Israel rather than anti-Jewish 
discrimination. As a result, the definition has repeatedly been used to target protected speech 
advocating for Palestinian human rights, criticizing Israeli government policies, supporting 
boycotts, or opposing Israel’s occupation, apartheid system, settlement expansion, and military 
actions.


Significantly, Kenneth Stern, the lead drafter of the IHRA working definition itself, has 
repeatedly warned against codifying it into law or using it in campus disciplinary systems. Mr. 
Stern has stated that such efforts threaten academic freedom and free speech and would harm 
universities rather than protect students.


These concerns have been echoed by a broad range of civil liberties organizations, human rights 
groups, Jewish organizations, legal scholars, and elected officials. The American Civil Liberties 
Union, Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, Jewish Voice for Peace, the Canadian 
Association of University Teachers, United Nations experts, and more than 100 scholars have all 
warned that the IHRA definition is frequently weaponized to suppress legitimate political 
expression rather than address genuine antisemitism.
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